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GLOSSARY: 

Multilingual: Classes can be held in several languages. 

 
L2: Lessons are held in the students‘ second language. 

 
Common language  The language used in class. 

Periods   One period corresponds to 45‘ of teaching time. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Dear Students,  
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
  

Your child’s educational journey is filled with choices. In the European school system, students 
have the opportunity to select subjects that align with their interests, inclinations, and abilities. 
Making these choices can be challenging, which is why the International School Edward 
Steichen is committed to supporting the orientation process through a variety of activities. These 
include information and reflection events (OSCAR courses), individual learning coaching 
sessions, various internships and Parent Information evenings.  

Throughout their time in secondary school, each student develops a personal project by 
reflecting on their knowledge, skills, and talents. This process helps them identify their strengths 
and, ultimately, optimize their potential career options. 

This booklet is designed to assist students and their parents or guardians in navigating the 
complex decisions surrounding subject selection. It aligns with the knowledge gained during 
their "projet personnel" in the observation stage (S1-S3), the pre-orientation stage (S4-S5), 
and the orientation stage (S6-S7). 

In addition to outlining the general organisation of lessons, this booklet briefly presents the 
various optional subjects and discusses their specific requirements. Furthermore, it includes QR 
codes linking to short videos that provide additional perspectives on the subjects, aiding in the 
decision-making process. 

The appendix contains important forms categorised by grade level, as well as links to curricula 
and legal regulations of the European schools. 

The orientation team is available to answer any questions regarding subject choices and the 
VET process. 

 

 +352 206 007 404           orientation@lesc.lu 

  

mailto:orientation@lesc.lu
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ORGANISATION OF TEACHING - the secondary school levels 
 

Pupils start secondary school in principle if they have successfully completed the full cycle of 
primary education of the European School (P1-P5) or the full cycle of primary education of the 
Luxembourg education system (Cycle 4.2); or if they hold an equivalent certificate issued by 
another institution. 

The seven years of secondary education are as follows: 

In the first three years, the pupils go through the so-called observation cycle. Here, most 
subjects are taught in the mother tongue (L1). From the first secondary level (S1), all pupils 
start learning a second foreign language (L3). From the third secondary year, all learn the 
subjects Humanities and Life & Society in their first foreign language (L2). 

In the second secondary level (S2), Latin is offered as an optional subject. In the third 
secondary level (S3), the pupils who chose Latin in the second secondary level continue this 
teaching. For the other pupils who do not take Latin, the option Computer Science (ICT) is 
offered.  

In the fourth and fifth secondary years (S4/S5), the compulsory course "Integrated Natural 
Sciences" is divided into the subjects physics, chemistry and biology and pupils can choose 
between a basic course in mathematics (4 units/week) and an advanced course in mathematics 
(6 units/week) as well as Latin. 

Other electives include economics or a third foreign language (L4). 

The 6th and 7th years of secondary education form a unit leading up to the European 
Baccalaureate ("Bac européen"). Although there is a core of compulsory subjects in it (mother 
tongue (L1), mathematics, a science course, philosophy, physical education, history and 
geography), students can also draw from a wide range of electives, each offered at two units 
(45 minutes each), four units or at advanced level, as well as choose other additional and in-
depth courses.  
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CHOICES IN THE OBSERVATION CYCLE - S2/S3 
 

 

S2 

In S2, pupils can choose Latin as an optional subject (2 periods/week).  

 

 

S3 

In S3, the pupils continue the Latin course from S2.  

In S3, the remaining pupils also have the opportunity to choose Computer Science (ICT - 2 
periods/week). 
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LATIN 
2 units/week 
 

 

 
"Leisure without curiosity is like death and 

 the grave of a living person." 
SENECA 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
This course is aimed at students from S2 with an interest in languages. A focus of this course is 
an oral approach to the language, progressive and intuitive, including grammar and grammar 
analysis. The textbook used, Familia Romana (Ørberg Method), presents the story of a Roman 
family and uses the Latin language exclusively. The language of instruction is Latin, further 
notes and explanations are given in the languages of the language sections. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

When you learn Latin as a living language, it is more attractive and you notice how present 
Latin is in our modern languages. You make comparisons and learn the meaning of words. You 
have small dialogues in class: you learn to speak Latin. Latin enables you to better understand 
today's world by taking a detour into antiquity and comparing the cultures of Europe. We must 
not forget that our regions were part of the Roman Empire in the 2nd century! 
This is a plus for your personal and professional future, as working with Latin teaches you 
thoroughness, analytical and many other skills. Develop an independent, curious and open 
mind! 
 
CONTENTS 
Of course, many pupils love mythology, gods and goddesses, fantastic animals and myths 
(thank you, Harry Potter!), but there are many other themes covered in Latin! 
 
By following a Roman family through the chapters of the textbook, you can learn about all 
aspects of Roman daily life. The Romans were not much different from us. They went to school, 
studied and later made a living and had a career. 
 
Science, technology and inventions as well as art have their roots in this civilisation.  
Beyond the language, you encounter this culture. 
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Possible correspondence with other classes / Latin videos / Visits to places of interest and 
cultural trips / Creative projects / Speakers 
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ICT 
2 periods/week 

 

 

"To err is human, but if you want to screw up for real,  

you need a computer." 
Dan Rather 

 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

 
Are you interested in PC games? Would you like to design and create your own website? Then 
ICT is the right subject for you. We work individually or in teams with modern laptops on 
projects where you learn the most important tricks and contents of computer science. You don't 
need any previous knowledge of computer science. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

ICT is one of the most interesting, versatile and constantly evolving school subjects. 
In almost all socially and scientifically relevant subject areas, it is no longer possible to do 
without ICT content: 
From technical fields to business administration, medicine, biology, psychology, sociology and 
education to our private lives, ICT has become an integral part of our lives. Make yourself fit 
for the future, choose ICT as your subject. 
 
CONTENTS 

In the area of web design and web programming we will create layouts for websites. As 
programming language we use HTML & CSS.  

In the field of gaming, you will create your own game: In a first step, you think about a 
concept for a game idea and then look for ways to realise it. Then you programme your own 
game. 

 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

Discover the diversity of computer science by looking over the shoulder of professionals. 
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OPTIONS CHOICES AT PRE-ORIENTATION CYCLE - S4/S5 

S4/S5 

The curriculum in S4 and S5 includes a common core of compulsory subjects and a number of 
optional subjects. The two grades form a block and all students must take the following 
subjects: 

Compulsory subjects   Periods (45') 

L1 (mother tongue)    4 
L2 (1st foreign language)   3 
L3 (2nd foreign language)   3 
History      2 
Geography     2 
Biology     2 
Chemistry     2 
Physics      2 
Sport      2 
Life & Society     1 
Mathematics     4 or 6______ 
      27 or 29 
 

A first choice that students have to make is between a mathematics course with 4 or 6 periods 
(45' each) per week. 

Pupils who have chosen Mathematics 4 may choose between 4 and 8 units from the subjects 
listed below. The weekly number of lessons may be a minimum of 31 and a maximum of 35 
periods. 

Pupils who have chosen Mathematics 6 may choose between 4 and 6 periods from the subjects 
listed below. The weekly number of lessons may be a minimum of 33 and a maximum of 35 
periods. 

Electives     Periods (45') 

Latin      4 
L4 (3rd foreign language)   4 
Economy     4 
Art      2 
Music      2 
ICT      2 
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MATHS 4 
4 periods/week 

 
"A proof. The most beautiful thing of all. What is true today was as true 

10,000 years ago as it will be 10,000 years from now. " 
Tomas Thorpe 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
This course is the basic mathematics course. It provides a basic level of mathematics to help 
students with the fundamental mathematical requirements in S4 and S5 for science, geography 
and economics. 
Pupils should have successfully completed the S1-S3 mathematics programme. 
Pupils will have 4 periods per week and time is needed to consolidate and revise the material 
at home. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

This course is neither about the deep understanding of mathematics nor about how it works 
(that is the task of the Mathematics 6 course), but about the pure application of mathematics. 
Here you will learn how to apply the right model to solve problems and how it can be 
implemented in other subjects such as science. 
There is certainly less content than in Maths 6, but the course in S4 runs parallel to the Maths 6 
course. In S5, however, the content of the Maths 4 course differs significantly from the Maths 6 
course. 
 
CONTENTS 

New topics covered in this course include topics such as trigonometry and non-linear equations, 
but this course is also about developing what was learned in S1-S3. 

One of the main motivations for taking this course should be an interest in how the mathematics 
learnt is applied in practical situations. This means that pupils will increasingly create models, 
especially from S5 onwards. 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Exchange with the University of Luxembourg I Visit to the Faculty of Mathematics Esch Belval I 
Apps used: GeoGebra  

At the end of each semester, a cross-language section group project is carried out to assess 
part of the A grade. The students are divided into different groups in their classes and are 
given a problem to solve. They prepare an answer and have to present it to the other 
language sections. 
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MATHS 6 
6 periods/week 

 
"A proof. The most beautiful thing of all. What is true today was as true 

10,000 years ago as it will be 10,000 years from now. " 
Tomas Thorpe 

 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
The course is aimed at students who want to learn mathematics for mathematics' sake and 
possibly study it later. It prepares students to study the Maths 5 course and the Advanced 
Mathematics course, ultimately targeting those who want to study engineering, chemistry, 
physics and, of course, mathematics at university. 

▪ The course consists of 6 periods per week. 

▪ Pupils should enjoy learning mathematics. 

▪ This course requires a lot of self-study and thus positively promotes the learning habits of 
students in other subjects as well. 

▪ Students should have talked to their maths teacher in S3 about the requirements of the 
course. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

This course will show you that all the areas of mathematics are interconnected. Mathematics is 
the only school subject that dates back to the ancient Egyptians and what is taught is as valid 
today as it will be in the future, anywhere in the world. 

The Maths 6 course helps to give you a mindset that is crucial to how you learn at a higher 
level not only in school but beyond. 

 

CONTENTS 

▪ You will be introduced to the idea of simple evidence and use the power of evidence 
to prove statements that will be valid forever. 

▪ You will be taught skills to solve higher order problems with your peers. These 
competences will help you to develop as a learner. 
Additionally, this will help you to develop your generic learning skills and support your 
learning in other subjects, e.g. science. 

▪ The first semester focuses on algebra. 

▪ The second semester focuses on geometry and statistics as well as on the application of 
the algebra learned in the first semester. 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Exchange with the University of Luxembourg / Visit to the Faculty of Mathematics Esch Belval / 
App used: GeoGebra  

At the end of each semester, a cross-language group project is carried out to assess part of 
the A grade. The students are divided into different groups in their classes and are given a 
question to answer. They prepare an answer and have to present it to the other students. 
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ECONOMICS 
4 periods/week 

 
 

"I use my money to save money,  

and I use my money to spend money." 
Francis Blanche 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Economics in S4 and S5 is a good choice for anyone who wants to understand how and 
especially why people, products and production processes work, move, are reviewed, fail or 
are ultimately celebrated. Economics is taught in L2. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

We are all economists without knowing it: "Should I buy these trousers? Or would I rather buy 
the new iPhone? Or is it better to save for my driving licence?" All these decisions you make in 
your everyday life are economic decisions. Economics is the study of common sense, of how you 
spend money, how you get rich ... - or how you become poor. 

 
CONTENTS 

Five topics are covered in S4: 
 

▪ basics of the economy 

▪ consumption of goods and services 

▪ markets and pricing 

▪ Payment for goods and services 

▪ distribution of goods and services 
 
This course goes through all the basics: Production, distribution, how households work, how to 
set prices, why there is money in the first place.  
In short, the entire economic life of everyday life and the planet is covered. 
 
Three topics are covered in S5: 
 

▪ The production of goods and services 

▪ International trade 

▪ The national economy 
 
In this course you will learn how to run a business by studying the following topics: costs, return 
on investment and an introduction to accounting.  This is important because it is these business 
transactions that make up international trade and ultimately the globalisation that is so much 
talked about and which will no longer be a mystery to you! And finally, we turn the focus to 
the country where you live: How does it react in this economic concert of nations? You will get 
answers to these questions and we can think about them and discuss them together. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

Participants in this course will meet with finance professionals to discuss budgeting and 
financial concepts in a small setting in S4. If circumstances allow, we will meet with government 
representatives to discuss local, national and international events that affect the economy 
covered in S5. 
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ICT 
2 periods/week 

 
 

"Coding is like a joke. If you have to explain it,  

it is bad." 
Cory House - Software Developer 

 

 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Are you interested in PC games? Would you like to design and create your own website? Then 
ICT is the right subject for you. We work individually or in teams with modern laptops on 
projects in which you learn the most important tricks and contents of computer science. It is not 
necessary to have chosen ICT in S3 to take the course in S4/S5. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 
You want to understand social networks and you have often heard the word copyright, but you 
don't really know how to deal with it? You don't just want to beautify your pictures with the 
Instagram filter? 
Have you heard of Office 365? Maybe you already know the basics of HTML & CSS and 
want to create professional websites? - Then the ICT course in S4/S5 is right for you. 
 
CONTENTS 

Informatics is everywhere 

▪ Find and use trusted sources of information 

▪ Learn about copyright and alternative concepts 

▪ Understanding social networks 

▪ Become aware of the opportunities and risks of modern technologies 
 

Image editing 

▪ With Photoshop you can professionally create, retouch, add elements and animate 
images. 

▪ Creating and programming your own filters and applying them to your own images 
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MS Office 

▪ With Excel, you can quickly calculate and graphically display a lot of data. For 
example, you can create an overview of how much pocket money you have left. 

▪ In Word, you can design long texts beautifully, and your classwork is structured much 
more quickly. Or you can make an invitation for your birthday party. 

▪ With Access you can create tables and then use them for forms and reports, for 
example a compilation of your favourite series on Netflix. 

 

Web design and web programming: 

▪ Designing a layout for a website 

▪ Programming a website with HTML & CSS 
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Discover the diversity of computer science by looking over the shoulders of professionals. 
There is the possibility of doing joint projects and internships in cooperation with the University 
of Luxembourg. 
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MUSIC 
2 periods/week 

 
 

 

"Without music, life would be a mistake." 
Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
The course is mainly intended for those students who are musically active and enthusiastic 
about music in and out of school. They are in the process of gaining a solid basic education in 
music in music notation and/or on an instrument. In addition, the students are passionate about 
music and want to further their education in it. They play/sing in an orchestra/choir and 
appreciate making music together.  
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

In the options subject music, I can expand my basic knowledge of music notation and I can 
experience music creatively and practically. Apps like GarageBand, Symphony Pro or Logic 
give me a digital approach to music. I still want music to be an integral part of my everyday 
learning, so that I can possibly continue to choose 2 periods of music or even 4 periods of music 
in S6. 

 
CONTENTS 

In S4/S5 you will cover six of the following topics in a variety of ways:  

▪ Film music 

▪ Dance music 

▪ Music for special occasions 

▪ Musical 

▪ Music and voice 

▪ Programme music of the 19th century  

▪ Compositions of the last 100 years  

▪ Contemporary music styles and cultures 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

▪ Visits to concerts at the Philharmonie of Luxembourg and other cultural venues in and 
outside Luxembourg  

▪ Participation in one of the LESC musical ensemble is desirable and strongly 
recommended (band, choir, orchestra, ...)  

▪ The following apps are used interactively and project-related on the iPad and on the 
PC: GarageBand, Symphony Pro, Ableton Live and Logic  

▪ Exchange with other schools (FAMES - Festival for Arts and Music of the European 
Schools) 

▪ Collaboration with Clervaux Music School (EMCC) on monthly lunch concerts and 
project-related events. 
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ART 
2 periods/week 

 
 

"When you know exactly what you are going to do,  

why should you do it then?" 
Pablo Picasso 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
In S4/S5, art classes continue the work begun in the first three years. The course is primarily 
aimed at pupils who are interested in deepening their knowledge of the world of art, 
photography, architecture and design. 
The main goal: to develop the sensitivity and creativity of the students through studio work and 
project-based research. Motivation and enjoyment are the most important criteria.  
Depending on the teacher and the audience, classes are held in one of the three lingua 
francas, adapted for teaching and learning purposes and personal explanations. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Even if it does not train you to become an accomplished artist, it gives you an idea of what it 
might mean to go on to study art. It helps students to think outside the box and can help in 
other subjects (spatial thinking in mathematics, sketching in biology, ...). 
 
CONTENTS 

Practical work in art lessons is based on both observation and imagination. Methods include 
copying, redesigning, adapting, deconstructing/constructing images or materials. Know-how in 
the artistic techniques already learned is reinforced and further developed and new 
techniques are discovered: 

▪ Drawing (observation, perspective, proportions, illustration, with pastel, charcoal, ink) 

▪ Painting (colour theory, gouache, acrylic, watercolour, on paper, wood or canvas) 

▪ Printing (linocut, copperplate engraving) 

▪ Photography and image editing (photo shoots, studio, Photoshop) 

▪ Three-dimensional work (modelling, assembly, construction) 

▪ Design (posters, advertising, logos, packaging, lettering, layout, fashion) 

▪ Architecture (drawing, building, models) 
 
Pupils have the opportunity to use and experiment with a variety of materials and techniques.  
By working out approaches to solutions, learner autonomy is promoted. 

 
Reflection and communication about pupils' works and about works of art in general lead to 
the acquisition of specialised vocabulary.  
From S4 onwards, the introduction to art history is offered in a more continuous and thorough 
form. It is an introduction to the art world, always in connection with practical work.  
An important component is also the development of a sketch and exercise book, with the aim 
of encouraging the personal research and discovery of motifs, themes and sources of 
inspiration. The sketch book includes visual and written information, integrates sketches, photos 
and the student's experiences with different media, and above all illustrates their creative 
process. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visits to art museums or exhibitions in Luxembourg, Brussels or Paris are naturally part of the 
programme and always serve as a basis for the pupils’ own creative work. 
The ability to receive and react to feedback and criticism, but also to foreground our own 
work, form the basis for exhibitions of our own work inside and outside the school. 
There is the possibility of participating in FAME at European level (multi-day gathering of 
student delegations from European Type 1 and 2 schools around an artistic project). 
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LATIN 
4 periods/week 

 
 

 
"Leisure without curiosity is like death  

and the grave of a living person. "  
Seneca 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

Optional Latin lessons are continued in S4/S5 and in S6/S7 in a more in-depth form in order 
to gain an extended knowledge of the topics covered in S2/S3.  

An oral, progressive and intuitive approach to the language is always encouraged, expanding 
vocabulary, grammar and grammatical analysis, culminating in a more fluent and adequate 
use of the language. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Learning Latin as a living language is attractive and makes one realise how present it is in our 
modern languages. Latin promotes language learning and shapes general education. Latin 
lessons also incorporate literature, history and philosophy, thus reinforcing knowledge in other 
subjects. Latin enables us to better understand today's world through a detour into antiquity 
and to compare the cultures of Europe. We must not forget that our regions were part of the 
Roman Empire in the 2nd century! This is a plus for the personal and professional future, as 
precision as well as analytical skills and methods are taught.  

Latin offers an additional opportunity to develop an independent, curious and open mind. 
 
CONTENTS 

The topics are varied and allow one to understand the relationships between identity and 
otherness in contemporary Europe. It is a cross-curricular elective as you discover the origins of 
religions, sciences, techniques and inventions, as well as various arts. Beyond the language, you 
must also engage in an encounter with this culture. In S5, pupils acquire the LATINUM 
EUROPAEUM certificate. 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Possible correspondence with other classes / Latin videos / Visits to places of interest and 
cultural trips / Creative projects / Speakers 
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L4 
4 periods/week 

 
"Another language is another vision of life. " 

Federico Fellini 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The L4 language course (Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Luxembourgish) offered at LESC and at 
the European Schools is aimed at pupils from S4 who choose these languages as an optional 
subject. The course takes place in S4, S5, S6 and continues up to S7. The target level at the 
end of S7 is A2+. Pupils can choose this options subject in S4 and in S5 and then deselect it or 
keep it until S7. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The aim of the course is primarily linguistic (acquisition of a fourth language). However, the L4 
language course also aims more generally at a broader cultural context in order to promote 
the personal and civic development of students engaged in a truly European dimension, which 
is thus strengthened. Formative and summative assessments are carried out each semester. 
Language certification may also be offered. 
 
CONTENT 

The course prepares students for the contents of the written examination in S7. There, the 
students have the choice between a three-hour written exam (short literary and non-literary 
texts on everyday topics in connection with reading comprehension and written production of 
approx. 400 words on familiar and everyday topics: News, emails, blogs...) or an oral exam 
(measuring the ability to interact continuously in relation to everyday situations and life 
experiences, this based on mainly pictorial documents). 
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

The linguistic path is complemented by a cultural approach. An open mind and communication 
in the foreign language are favoured to enable this teaching to provide a solid basis for 
exchange and cultural clues. Pupils are guided on their way to becoming citizens of Europe in 
an open, tolerant, respectful and peaceful spirit. 
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L4 – SPANISH 
4 periods/week 

 
"Another language is another vision of life. " 

Federico Fellini 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 

The Spanish course offered at LESC is aimed at S4 students who wish to choose this language 
as an options subject. Those who choose Spanish as an optional subject can be beginners. 
However, advanced students who wish to consolidate their basic language skills are also 
welcome. The required level at the end of the first year of classes is A1, with the target A2 
after completing grade S7. Students therefore have four years to acquire a solid language 
foundation, to understand relatively simple written and oral expressions in everyday situations 
and to express themselves fluently in familiar contexts. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Numerous topics are covered which will enable anyone to express themselves and interact 
orally very quickly. It is ideal to prepare for a holiday in Madrid or the Canary Islands! A 
large part of the course is also devoted to culture, more specifically the cultures of the many 
countries whose official language is Spanish (from Spain to Mexico and Argentina...). 

All S4 classes are also merged so that students can meet, step out of their language sections 
and interact in a single lingua franca: Spanish. 

¿Qué te parece? ... ¡Vamos! .... 

 
CONTENT 

Students follow a grammatical progression summarised in a textbook (¡A la aventura!), while 
covering topics related to daily life (home, city, leisure, food, travel...) and cultural topics 
(geography and cultural traditions in Spain and Latin America). 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

The idea is to immerse students in Spanish and Latin American culture through videos and 
documentaries. In class, a lot of emphasis is placed on orality. Very quickly, the students are 
encouraged to express themselves and exchange ideas in Spanish on the topics covered. 
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L4 - PORTUGUESE 
4 periods/week 

 

“No one is ignorant, no one knows everything. That's why we are always 

learning” 
Paulo Freire 

 
 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Portuguese is one of the most used languages in the world. And in Luxembourg, this language 

is widely used, beyond the official languages. This is why learning Portuguese can be very 

useful on a personal level (talking with friends, neighbours, in shops, etc.) but also for your 

professional future. The topics covered will allow you to express yourself and interact very 

quickly orally. And also know the rich cultures of Portuguese-speaking countries, such as 

Portugal, Brazil, Cape Verde and Angola.  

In addition, the three language sections will be grouped together, which will make it possible 

to exchange using the same language: Portuguese.  

 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The content of the training follows a gradual logic, with notions of grammar, vocabulary and 

culture. Particular attention is paid to interaction and oral expression. At the same time, we are 

going to know a little better the countries that speak Portuguese, in particular Portugal and 

Brazil. Grammar will always be worked on acording to themes (daily routine, family, travel, 

etc.). 

  

CONTENT 

The content of the training follows a gradual logic, with notions of grammar, vocabulary and 

culture. Particular attention is paid to interaction and oral expression. At the same time, we are 

going to know a little better the countries that speak Portuguese, in particular Portugal and 

Brazil. Grammar will always be worked on according to themes (daily routine, family, travel, 

etc.).  

  

  
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

We intend to immerse ourselves in the Portuguese-speaking culture through videos, podcasts 
and documentaries. We will also try to celebrate important dates like, for example, 
Portuguese Language Day (May 5) and learn about the cultural traditions of Portuguese-
speaking countries. It will also be important to practice the language, with interactions with 
people whose mother tongue is Portuguese.  
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L4 - ITALIAN 
4 periods/week 

 

“Italy is the country WHERE yes may mean maybe and WHERE no may 

also mean maybe” 
Honoré de Balzac 

 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Italian is a living, expressive language full of nuances. Learning it also means discovering a 

culture where words are accompanied by gestures, every conversation is filled with emotion, 

and communication goes far beyond simple words. 

The optional Italian course offered at LESC is aimed at S4 students. It is open to beginners as 

well as students who wish to strengthen their linguistic skills. By the end of the first year, the 

target level is A1, with an objective of reaching A2 by the end of S7. Students will 

progressively develop a solid linguistic foundation, enabling them to understand simple written 

and spoken statements in everyday situations and to express themselves confidently in familiar 

contexts. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Italian is much more than just a language; it is an immersion into a way of life where art, 

gastronomy, and history come together. Whether for traveling in Italy, discovering its 

traditions, or even enhancing one’s professional path, speaking Italian is a valuable asset. 

The program covers a variety of themes that allow students to quickly develop their speaking 

skills. Part of the course is also dedicated to exploring Italian culture: gastronomy, art, cinema, 

music, and traditions. Learning Italian also means opening a door to the history and culture of 

Ancient Rome. Through this language, students gain insight into the Roman Empire, the roots of 

Latin, and the influence of Roman civilization on the modern world. This learning experience 

strengthens connections with other subjects such as history, the arts, and literature, enriching 

their overall understanding of European heritage. 

 

CONTENT 

Students improve their Italian with Espresso Ragazzi, a modern and interactive method 

designed for teenagers. The textbook provides a structured learning approach with authentic 

dialogues, varied exercises, and fun activities, making the learning process both engaging and 

effective. 

In addition, the program covers everyday topics (home, city, hobbies, food, etc.), helping 

students quickly feel comfortable using Italian in real-life situations. 

Italian culture also plays a key role in the course. Students explore the country’s geography, its 

history—especially Ancient Rome—its art, cinema, festivals, and traditions, for a full immersion 

into both the language and the Italian way of life. 

Ti va di scoprire l’italiano con noi?... Forza, partiamo ! 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

This course goes beyond textbooks: students experience Italian through real-life and immersive 

activities. 

They explore the language outside the classroom through visits to institutions and 

extracurricular events, where they apply their knowledge in real situations. One of the 

highlights of the program is the trip to Rome, where students prepare and present talks on the 

city's iconic sites, stepping into the role of real tour guides. 

Thanks to European projects, especially Erasmus+, students have the chance to immerse 

themselves in Italy or work on a specific project related to their learning. These exchanges 

allow them to see the country from a new perspective, interact with native speakers, and fully 

embrace the Italian language and culture, making the experience even more enriching and 

motivating. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  



 

 34 

L4 – LUXEMBOURGISH 
2 periods/week 

 

"If you take everything easy, many things will come hard to you. - Take 

everything easy and everything will come easy to you." 
S. Tonnar & JM. Biwer 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
The course is designed for all students who want to broaden their cultural horizons and learn 
another new foreign language. This course is designed exclusively for language beginners. In 
order to measure success and progress, the learning objectives are linked to the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). The learning of the language is 
based on 2 lessons per week, over 2 years. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 
 
Luxembourgish is currently reviving and gaining popularity in everyday life. Studies show that 
70.5% of the population use Luxembourgish in their daily lives, whether at school, at home or 
at work. You don't do this yet? Then it's now time to change that! These advantages are 
waiting for you: 
 

▪ Master everyday communication situations (a shopping conversation, a visit to the 
doctor, ...) in Luxembourgish 

▪ Increased chances on the job market 

▪ Easier integration into Luxembourgish society 

▪ Discover a new culture and society 

 
CONTENTS 

The objective of the course "Luxembourgish as a Foreign Language (LaF)" is to develop key 
competences of the students. The main focus is on oral communication. The learners are 
familiarised with everyday life situations and their alternative courses of action. Authentic and 
realistic communication situations (school, family, career aspirations, doctor's visit, shopping, ...) 
are simulated and adapted according  
to the students' needs. Thus, this foreign language teaching is by no means boring, but very 
lively. However, the focus is not only on learning a new language, but also on discovering a 
new culture and its society. 
 
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

▪ The Lëtzebuerger Online Dictionnaire, Luxembourgish online dictionary (LOD), in four 
languages with a variety of learning support tools. 

▪ The self-learning platform Llo.lu, where you can take course content from your 

smartphone or PC and master it at your own pace. 

▪ The Lux.lu platform with information on the history of the Luxembourgish language and 
its players. 
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Subject Options 
for 

S6 I S7 
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CHOICE IN THE ORIENTATION CYCLE - S6/S7 
 
The European Baccalaureate cycle comprises the last two years of secondary education (S6 
and S7). 
 
The European Baccalaureate cycle consists of a comprehensive multilingual programme. 
Students must always take a combination of language courses, humanities and science subjects 
taught in more than one language. 
 
The core curriculum comprises the following compulsory subjects, some of which can be taken at 
different levels of complexity: 
 

▪ At least two language courses (the dominant language, L1 and another language, L2). 
 

▪ Maths, either 3 periods/week or 5 periods/week. 
 

▪ A science subject, either STS 2 units/week or another science subject taught at 4 
units/week: Biology, Chemistry or Physics. 
 

▪ History and Geography, either 2 periods/week or 4 periods/week, taught in the 
second language. 

 

▪ Philosophy, either the 2 periods/week course or the 4 periods/week course, taught in 
the second language. 
 

▪ Physical education 
 

▪ Life and Society (VieSo)  
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Number of teaching periods 
 

In addition to the core curriculum, students can choose from a variety of options and 
supplementary subjects to complete their curriculum so that they complete a minimum of 31 and 
a maximum of 35 lessons per week. 
The following table shows the structure of the curriculum and the choices (see also in the 
appendix): 
 

 
 

Important:  

"Pupils may not continue to take a subject in Year 6 if they have not achieved at least 
satisfactory results in it in Year 4 and Year 5."1 

The school management may consult the class council or the teacher(s) concerned about a 
particular election. If the head teacher does not agree with a choice, a new choice should be 
made. In most cases, the decision not to let a pupil take a subject is made during the class 
council at the end of the school year.  

 

  

 
1

 Digest of Decisions of the Board of Governors of the European Schools (Ref.: 2014-02-D-14-en-3), p. 110/220 
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At the beginning of S6, pupils cannot normally choose an options subject which they have not 
taken in S4 and S5. However, this rule can be waived by the headteacher and the teachers 
concerned if students can prove that their prior knowledge of the subject is sufficient for them 
to follow it successfully in S6/S7. 

For example, a student who has not taken Spanish L4 in S4/S5 may need to pass an 
assessment to prove that their level is sufficient. Such an assessment usually involves a formal 
test on the material covered in S4 and S5.  

Language subjects 

It is not possible to take a language at more than one level of difficulty, but students may take 
the advanced course at the same level of difficulty (e.g. English L2 and English L3): English L2 
and English L3 are not allowed, but English L2 and English L2 advanced course could be taken. 
)  

Pupils can also choose a different difficulty level of a language already being learned at the 
beginning of S6 (for example: L3 to L4). When changing from a lower difficulty level to a 
higher one, it must also be demonstrated that the necessary linguistic competences are already 
acquired so that successful participation in lessons can be achieved. 

The change of language subject requires the approval of the headteacher, based on the 
recommendation of the class teachers conference.  

 

The subject options and advanced courses  

The advanced courses, as their name suggests, are a more in-depth study of the subject and 
should only be chosen by students who have a strong interest and a particular aptitude for the 
subject.  

In the specialisation course L1, both the written and the oral Baccalaureate examination are 
compulsory. In the specialisation course L2, the written Baccalaureate examination is 
compulsory (see below).  

The advanced course in mathematics is only intended for pupils who have chosen mathematics 
as a compulsory subject with 5 units. This advanced course cannot be chosen as a written 
examination subject in the Bac, but has to be taken as a 3rd oral examination by pupils. 
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The complementary subjects 

Complementary subjects must be taken by those pupils who take a total of less than 31 

units/week according to their choice of compulsory and optional subjects. Otherwise, pupils are 
not obliged to take a supplementary subject.  

Laboratory Biology, Laboratory Physics and Laboratory Chemistry can only be chosen by 
students who have taken the corresponding electives. They can only choose one of them.  

Complementary courses are set up in the respective working languages. If a course exists in the 

pupil's working language, the pupil must take it in that language, unless this is excluded for 

timetabling reasons, with the exception of laboratory courses, which are taken in the pupil's L1 

if possible.  

Complementary courses are not subject to the written or oral Baccalaureate examination.  

Art and music are not possible as supplementary subjects if they have already been chosen as 
an options course.  

Introduction to Economics is excluded as a supplementary subject if Economics is already chosen 
as an option or if it has already been taken in S4 and S5.  

 

Selection of the European Baccalaureate examinations 
 

The selection of the European Baccalaureate examinations is also an important element. 
Candidates sit five written and three oral examinations. L1, L2 and Mathematics are 
compulsory written examination subjects for the written examinations. L1, L2 or a subject taught 
in L2 (history or geography) are compulsory examination subjects for the oral examinations. 
Candidates must therefore provide written and oral evidence of achievement in at least two 
languages. 

The examinations refer to the curriculum of the subject in question in S7 and they also assess 
the competences (knowledge, skills and attitudes) acquired in the earlier school years, 
especially in S6. 

Some higher education institutions make admission offers on the basis of the examination 
subjects chosen for the European Baccalaureate, and in some cases also on the basis of the 
grades achieved there (numerus clausus). 

Therefore, you should enquire about the requirements for the higher education programme you 
wish to enter before the examination subjects are chosen. It is recommended to start this 
process in S6.  

The members of the Career and Study Guidance Team will be happy to assist you in making 
your decision. It is important to note that once a choice has been made for the European 
Baccalaureate examinations, it cannot be reversed. 

 



 

 40 

Weighting of the subjects and the examinations 

The number of teaching units of a subject has no influence on its weighting. The value of the 

different subjects depends only on whether one chooses them for the oral or for the written 

examination.  

It is important to note that the value of the 5 written examinations (7% per examination, i.e. 

35% in total) is higher than that of the 3 oral examinations (5% per examination, i.e. 15% in 

total). It should also be noted that the pass mark for the European Baccalaureate is 50/100. 

 

Illustration of the weighting of the different assessments in the European 
Baccalaureate  

 

 

 

Preliminary grade 

The preliminary grade is given on the last school day before the European Baccalaureate 
examinations. It is the average mark of all subjects taken (except VieSo); it is calculated from 
the class marks (A1 and A2 marks) and the marks obtained in the short and the long Pre-
Baccalaureate examinations (B1 marks and some B2 marks). It should be noted that the long 
Pre-Baccalaureate examinations are usually held in January.  

The total weighting of the preliminary grades is 40% for the A grade and 60% for the B 

grade. The preliminary grade accounts for 50% of the final European Baccalaureate grade, 

so it is very important to make an effort throughout the year.  

With a good preliminary grade, you can also go into the Bac exams with more confidence; yet 
another reason to aim for the best possible preliminary grade.  
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Compulsory subjects 
for 

S6 I S7 
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MATHS 3 
3 units/week 

 
"Supporting the application of mathematics in other subjects." 

Tomas Thorpe 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

This course is a foundation course in mathematics. Students should have satisfactorily completed 
the Maths 4 course in S4-S5. It should be noted that the Maths 4 course in S5 develops the 
modelling skills that are lacking in the Maths 6 course. Students who have previously taken the 
Maths 6 course should be aware that Maths 3 may be far more demanding.  

It is assumed that students will spend more time consolidating and revising lessons at home. 
 

WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

This course is not about the deeper understanding of mathematics and how it works, (that is the 
goal of the Mathematics 5 course), but about the application of mathematics. 
You will learn how to apply the right model to solve a problem and how it can be used in 
other subjects, e.g. science. For the more detailed models, you will be supported by the 
appropriate technologies. 
A substantial part of this course is devoted to statistics and probability - topics in mathematics 
that are needed in other subjects such as the social sciences. 
If you are pursuing a degree in science, you should check the requirements of this course 
before choosing it, as the skills taught here may not be suitable for a science degree. 
However, this course should provide an appropriate level of mathematics for a degree in 
psychology and medicine. 
 

CONTENTS 

Pupils are confronted with calculus for the first time in S6, but they need to know not only how 
to derive from first principles, but also how and when to apply them to practical situations 
using appropriate technical tools. 

They will also learn how statistics and probability are used to model situations. In particular, 
they will learn how to use their own intuition to draw their own conclusions from the data 
provided. 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visits to the Faculty of Mathematics in Esch Belval I App used: GeoGebra 

At the end of each semester, a cross-language group project is used to assess part of the A 
grade. The students are divided into different groups in their classes and are given a question 
to solve. They prepare an answer and have to present it to the classes of the other language 
sections. 
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MATHS 5 
5 units/week 

 
"A proof. The most beautiful of all that man has.  

What is true today was as true 10,000 years ago as it will be 10,000 years 

from now."  
Tomas Thorpe 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

The course is aimed at students who want to learn mathematics for mathematics' sake. They 
should choose this course if they wish to take Advanced Mathematics, Chemistry 4 and Physics 
4. This course prepares students to study mathematics, engineering and science subjects at 
university. The course consists of 5 units per week. Maths 5 requires a great deal of self-study, 
and will therefore develop students' study habits and techniques in other subjects as well. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The Maths 5 course builds on the foundations of the Maths 6 course covered in S4 and S5. The 
course is more in-depth and explores ideas originally covered in S4 and S5. 

 

CONTENTS 

▪ All areas of Maths 6 courses are extended so that students can use their own 

understanding to develop new ideas. 

▪ Pupils understand what calculus is, derive it from first principles and apply it. 

▪ The concept of vectors is extended to 3 dimensions. Students are not expected to memorise 
formulas, but to be able to understand and derive them from the concepts covered. 

▪ In S6, pupils are confronted with logarithms for the first time. A good understanding of 
logarithms will help them in chemistry and physics. 

▪ Another first in the Mathematics 5 course is complex numbers. Students learn that there are 
other numbers outside the real number system. Have you ever wondered why you can't 
square root a negative number? - Well, you can! 

 
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visits to the Faculty of Mathematics of the University of Luxembourg in Esch Belval I App used: 
GeoGebra 

At the end of each semester, a cross-language group project is used to assess part of the A 
grade. Students are divided into different groups in their classes and are given a question to 
solve. They prepare an answer and have to present it to the classes of other language 
sections. 
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MATHS - Advanced Course 
3 periods/week I in conjunction with Maths 5 

 

 

"Is the study of mathematics alone not enough?  

Doesn't it also have to have an application? Let the scientists and engineers 

find an application for mathematics and let the mathematicians play!"  
Tomas Thorpe 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

This course is for students who really love the study of mathematics as a subject in its own right. 
Students should have built solid foundations in S5 Math 6 and have a very strong work ethic to 
take this course. Just three periods in class, but many more hours of independent study are 
required to truly understand the concepts covered in lessons. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

This is an advanced course and you should carefully consider whether you need this course for 
your studies at university. It is very important that you are really looking forward to a 
challenge, because this course will challenge you from the very beginning with the way it is 
taught and the content you will discover. 

This course not only complements the content of the Maths 5 course, but also builds on it and 
gives you a better understanding of mathematics. For many mathematicians, it's not enough to 
know how to do something, they also need to know why and how it works. 

 

CONTENTS 

▪ There are compulsory and optional modules for the advanced course. The opitonal modules 
are chosen by the class and the teacher to ensure a programme that best meets the needs 
of the class. 

▪ This course must be taken together with the Mathematics 5 course and is assessed by a 20-
minute oral examination at the end of S7 (in addition to the tests taken during the two 
years of the course). 
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visits to the Faculty of Mathematics of the University of Luxembourg in Esch Belval I App used: 
GeoGebra 

The demands of course participants are high: they are expected to prepare parts of the 
course and be able to present them in class. They may be assessed on how they have 
presented their part of the course. 
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MUSIC 
4 periods/week 

 
 

"Without music, life is a tower of error." 
Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

The course is mainly intended for those students who are musically active in and out of school 
and who are enthusiastic about the subject of music. It is beneficial if they gain a solid basic 
education in music theory and/or on an instrument. Furthermore, they are passionate about 
music and would like to further their education in order to possibly become professionally 
active in the field of music. They play/sing in an orchestra/choir and appreciate making music 
together. They show great interest in practical harmony, music analysis, music history and 
chamber music.  

The content of the elective music course in S6-S7 (4 units) is mainly learned/deepened in a 
very practical way and gives the student the opportunity to participate actively and creatively 
in the lessons. The course is intended as a continuation of the music course in S4/S5. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

In the options subject music, I can perfect my knowledge of music notation and I can 
experience music creatively and practically by composing and improvising on my own. Apps 
like GarageBand, Symphony Pro or Logic give me a digital approach to music. I would still like 
music to be an integral part of my everyday learning and I am willing to get involved in a 

musical ensemble at our school (band, orchestra, choir, ...). Possibly, after S7, I would like to 
enrol in a music college or conservatory to learn a profession related to music. 

 
CONTENTS 

During S6/S7 you will deal with the following topics: 
 

▪ Keeping a musical diary/portfolio: Writing down your musical interests and concrete 
experiences in the course of S4-S7. 

▪ Writing personal articles on recordings and concerts to improve your critical reviewing 
skills. 

▪ Written work on musical topics covered in class and tailored to your interests. 

▪ Performances, concerts, compositions  

▪ In the course of S6 you should perform at least two concerts, in S7 two or three concerts 

as a soloist or in an orchestra/band/choir. This can take place both inside and outside 
the school.  

▪ During S6 you should compose at least two works, during S7 two or three works 
according to a jointly selected criterion. This includes editing with a notation 
programme, recording in sound and video and an appropriate analysis of your work.  

▪ You will take an exam at the end of S7 which includes the following topics: Composition 
and Performance; Music Analysis; Music History; Portfolio.   
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

▪ Visits to concerts at the Philharmonie of Luxembourg and other cultural venues in and 
outside Luxembourg 

▪ Participation in a musical ensemble of LESC is desired (band, choir, orchestra, ...) 

▪ The following apps are used interactively and project-related on the iPad and on the 
PC: GarageBand, Symphony Pro, Ableton Live and Logic   

▪ Exchange with other schools (FAMES - Festival for Arts and Music of the European 
Schools) Cooperation with the Music School of Clervaux (EMCC) in the monthly "Lunch 
Concerts" and project-related events 

▪ Study trip to a city of culture and music: e.g. Vienna, Paris, Hamburg, Barcelona, ... 

▪ Information events on the subject of conservatories/universites of music    
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ART 
4 periods/week 

 
 

"If you know exactly what you are going to do, why do it?" 
Pablo Picasso 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

The Art 4 course is primarily aimed at students who are interested in deepening their 
knowledge of the world of art, photography, architecture and design. 

In S7, a theme is set for the whole year. This theme is common to all European Schools. The 
Baccalaureate examination will be a practical task consisting of preparatory work, a final 
paper and a written commentary. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The Art 4 course in S 6/7 is an baccalaureate subject. It prepares students for possible further 
education in the field of art (architecture, design, graphic design, ...). It does not train you to 
be an accomplished artist, but it allows you to get an idea of your own desire or talent to go 
on to further art studies. It helps you to think outside the box and can thus also help you in 
minor subjects (mathematics, spatial thinking, quick representation of a crosssection cut in 
biology and many more. ). 

 
CONTENTS 

Practical work: 

Practical work in art lessons is based on both observation and imagination. The skills already 
acquired in artistic techniques are consolidated and further developed, and new techniques 
are discovered: 

▪ Drawing (observation, perspective, proportions, illustration, with pastel, charcoal, ink) 

▪ Painting (colour theory, gouache, acrylic, watercolour, on paper, wood, canvas) 

▪ Printing (linocut, copperplate engraving, ...) 

▪ Photography and image editing (photo shoots, studio, Photoshop...) 
 

▪ Three-dimensional work (modelling, assembly, construction) 

▪ Design (posters, advertising, logos, packaging, lettering, layout, fashion) 

▪ Architecture (drawing, construction, model) 
 

Developing the search for projects and ideas to find a contemporary artistic goal for our 
approach. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

Pupils participating in art lessons should be familiar with contemporary art creation. Visits or 
trips to art museums or exhibitions are naturally on the programme and always serve as a 
basis for their own creative work. (Luxembourg, Brussels, Paris)  

There is a preparatory trip at the beginning of S7 to prepare for the year's theme. The ability 
to face criticism, but also the ability to put our own work in perspective, provide the 
opportunity to exhibit our own work within the school, but also outside the school... 

Participation in FAME at European level (multi-day gathering of student delegations from 
European Type 1 and 2 schools around an art project). 
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LATIN 
4 periods/week 

 
 

 

"Leisure without curiosity is like death 

and the grave of a living person." 
Seneca 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

Optional Latin teaching continues in the third cycle (S6/S7) in a more in-depth form. An oral, 
progressive and intuitive approach to the language is always encouraged, broadening 
vocabulary, grammar and grammatical analysis, culminating in more fluent practice and 
judicious use of the language. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Learning Latin as a living language is more attractive and lets us see how present it is in our 
modern languages. Latin enlightens languages and also develops our general knowledge. 

Latin lessons also incorporate literature, history and philosophy, thus strengthening knowledge 
in the other subjects. Latin enables us to better understand today's world through a detour into 
antiquity and to compare the cultures of Europe. We must not forget that our regions were 
part of the Roman Empire in the 2nd century! 

This is an advantage for one’s personal and professional future, as it teaches thoroughness, 
analysis and methods.  Develop an independent, curious and open mind! 

 
CONTENTS 

The topics are varied and allow one to understand the relationship between identity and 
otherness in contemporary Europe. It is a cross-curricular elective, as one can learn about the 
origins of religions, the sciences, technology and inventions as well as the arts, which all have 
their sources in antique civilisation.  Beyond the language, you have to get involved in the 
encounter with this culture. In S7, pupils acquire the LATINUM EUROPAEUM SUPERIUS 
certificate. 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Possible correspondence with other classes / Latin videos / Visits to places of interest and 
cultural trips / Creative projects / Speakers 
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GERMAN L1 - Advanced Course 
3 periods/week 

 
"To complete is not the student's business, 

it is enough for him to practise." 
Johann W. Goethe 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

The German L1 in-depth course builds on the German L1 course. The in-depth course is thus 

aimed at students with a particular interest in all aspects of literature and the ways in which it 

is conveyed in historical and modern cultural life.  

Based on the basic course, the content to be taught is practised more intensively and 
deepened. The students learn to express complex ideas - their own and those of others - 
precisely and convincingly, both orally and in writing, as well as to present them with the 
support of media. In addition to conveying an enjoyment of literature and literary issues, topics 
in literature, linguistics and media studies are also covered.  

Beyond an extension and deepening of the contents of the German L1 syllabus, the in-depth 
course is additionally distinguished by the following features:  

▪ Writing an essay (also in the baccalaureate),  

▪ three compulsory readings,  

▪ extended lyric theme,  

▪ Project work, and  

▪ Consolidation of scientific working techniques.  

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

If you are interested in language and literature, if you like to analyse literary texts as well as 
non-fiction texts, if you possibly want to pursue a profession with high linguistic competence 
(journalist, lawyer, advertising copywriter, ...), you will be able to noticeably develop your 
linguistic skills in the advanced course. The oral as well as the written presentation of your 
ideas and your work as well as lively discussions in class will gain in intensity because you will 
be able to participate more actively in the classroom with your spoken contributions to 
complement your studies. 

Thus, in addition to broadening your knowledge of literature and language, you will 
significantly increase your active vocabulary in German, resulting in the development of 
argumentation skills and linguistic eloquence. 
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CONTENTS 

Within the framework of the curriculum, the competences in the areas of writing, reading and 
speaking & listening are dealt with in depth: For example, pupils apply the multiple 
possibilities of writing as a means of communication, representation, self-expression and 
reflection.  

One main focus in S6/S7 is the analytical handling of texts of all kinds. When encountering 
texts from different eras, extra-textual aspects are increasingly used for interpretation. When 
dealing with new media, the focus is on research and critical evaluation of information sources. 

Furthermore, the focus is on the acquisition of deepening communicative competences and 
coping with the special requirements of communication situations as they occur in international 
schools, where people from all over the world communicate with each other. The culture of 
conversation should be characterised by mutual respect.  

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visits to exhibitions, theatre performances and poetry slams, visits to cultural cities in German-
speaking countries, pen-pal friendships and student exchange programmes, project work 
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GERMAN L2 - Advanced Course  
3 periods/week 

 
"Language is not only grammar and vocabulary. One should give oneself 

completely to the new language - and thus culture.  

and lose yourself in it." 

Susanne Zaraysky 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

The German L2 in-depth course builds on the German L2 course. The course is characterised by 
a deepening of some competences that the students develop in the target language. 
Communication and intercultural competences are in the foreground here.  

An integrative approach to foreign language learning with the promotion of listening, reading, 
participating in conversations, speaking coherently and writing skills, are fundamental 
components of the lessons. The German L2- Vertiefungskurs is aimed at those students who 
have shown a particular interest and enjoyment in learning their L2 in previous school years 
and have made good progress in it. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Did you enjoy and take a great interest in the lessons of the L2 course? Do you feel that some 
topics were covered too briefly and would like to delve deeper into the German language? - 
Then the advanced course is the right thing for you. Here you will have the opportunity to 
delve deeper into literature, culture and current events in German.  

 
CONTENTS 

Building on knowledge and skills they have already acquired in the German L2- basic course, 
students should reach the end of S7: 

▪ sound and differentiated knowledge of a concrete and abstract vocabulary for all 
possible communication situations and occasions 

▪ Sound knowledge of complex grammatical structures 

▪ deeper insight into the German cultural area by means of literary (here also works by 
classical German authors) and non-literary texts 

 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visits to exhibitions, theatre performances and poetry slams, visits to cultural cities in German-
speaking countries, pen-pal friendships and student exchange programmes, project work, visit 
to the National Library 
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FRENCH L1 - Advanced Course 
3 periods/week 

 
"There is no law without precise language,  

understood by all to whom it applies." 
François Taillandier 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

The French L1 advanced course is aimed at students   

▪ who have shown a special interest in L1, literature and culture from Grade 1 to Grade 
5. 

▪ who have enjoyed it. 

▪ who want to develop solid competences in both the mastery of the language and the 

structuring of thought for their university studies.  

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

In the French L1 advanced course, you can study literary works in depth. 
Your ability to compare, analyse and summarise documents is strengthened. You will be asked 
to produce texts with a certain volume, especially in the argumentative field. 
You can get involved in a personal project related to your areas of interest, showcasing your 
sensibility and artistic taste. 
You will consolidate your skills in using language and structuring your argumentation, which will 
help you to succeed in your university studies. 
In this course you will work on and develop your written and oral communication skills. 
The aim is to develop your curiosity, your personality, your sensitivity, your independence and 
above all, your critical thinking. 
 
CONTENTS 

The course first looks at literary texts, but also at various documents relevant to the topics 
covered. It places French-language literature and foreign literature in context, without 
forgetting the languages and cultures of antiquity. 
 
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Study visit to Paris  
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FRENCH L2 - Advanced Course 
3 periods/week 

 
"There is no law without precise language,  

understood by all to whom it applies." 
François Taillandier 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

The French L2 advanced course is aimed at students, 

▪ who have shown a genuine interest in their L2 in the first two cycles. 

▪ who like to read and study their L2. 

▪ who need a solid foundation in their L2 to start their higher education studies. 

▪ who want to reach language level B2/C1. 

The course is based on the juxtaposition and analysis of different documents: informative texts, 
news, literary texts, works of art, etc. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

This course gives you an immersion into literature, culture and current affairs in French. All 
written and oral communication skills are developed. 

 
CONTENTS 

The programme allows you to deepen your knowledge of literature, general education and 
current events. 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Study visit to Paris / Pupil exchange / Pen pals / Excursions 

 

 

  



 

 59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 60 

 

ENGLISH L1 - Advanced Course 
3 periods/week 

 
"Books are the vehicles of civilisation. Without books, history is dumb, 

literature is silent, science is crippled, thought and speculation have come to a 

standstill." 
Barbara Tuchman 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

The English L1 immersion course is for all the real bookworms out there!  

The course offers a wide range of topics and opportunities to those students who have a real 
passion for English language, culture and especially literature. The course runs in parallel with 
the main English L1 course. The reading requirements are demanding and time-consuming, but 
the resulting knowledge can be enriching and enormously stimulating.  

This course will enable you to:  

▪ further develop and deepen the competences (speaking and listening, reading, writing 
and language study);  

▪ broaden and deepen your knowledge and understanding of English literature, 
including translated texts where appropriate;  

▪ sharpen your analytical, creative and critical skills by having opportunities to speak 
and write at length;  

▪ pursue individual interests, e.g. in original texts, language acquisition and development, 
particular authors or genres, text adaptation, or the impact of different media or 
technologies on audiences. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Although the English L1 and English L1 Advanced courses have common components, the 
advanced course offers you greater variety and a wider range of texts and is therefore ideal 
preparation for you if you wish to study literature or linguistics at university. In addition, 
university courses such as law and journalism require the highest level of L1 language skills, 
which this course provides. Most importantly, should you choose this option, you must show a 
real enthusiasm for the challenges of studying literature at a high level. It should not be 
underestimated that the workload is very heavy and the course should not be considered an 
easy option! 
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CONTENTS 

The course itself involves the study of a range of plays, novels and poems from different social 
and historical contexts, including Shakespeare and classic novels, but also contemporary works 
and literary non-fiction.  

A large part of the course consists of two extensive individual project papers produced by the 
students on a topic of their choice: one in S6 and one in S7.  

Pupils have to take written examinations in S6 and S7:  

S6  

▪ Students will receive an A grade based on attendance, contribution, class work, 
homework and individual project.  

▪ They also receive a B grade, which is awarded in the December and June exams.  

S7 

▪ Students will receive an A grade based on attendance, contribution, class work, 
homework and individual project.  

▪ The preliminary grade is made up of the A grade and the pre-Bac grade, which 

accounts for 50% of the overall grade.  

▪ Students take an oral examination (15%) and a written Baccalaureate examination 
(35%) during the Baccalaureate examination period in May/June. 

 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

In contrast to the English L1 standard course, the English L1 Advanced course contains options 
components that encourage students to develop linguistic and/or literary paths that suit their 
own interests. The individual projects required in both S6 and S7 encourage students to be 
autonomous in their studies, to develop their critical analysis skills and to write a university-style 
essay of length and depth. 

S6 - Individual project  

Students choose a topic that interests them and that is agreed with the teacher. Some examples 
are: a language-focused study; a media-based study; an investigation into how texts have 
been adapted; a literary study of an author or genre; a collection of creative writing. The 
project should be between 2000 and 4000 words, depending on the topic, content and 
complexity, and may consist of a single long paper or several shorter, linked papers.  

S7 - Individual project  

An extended literary essay on a topic involving the detailed study of several texts (e.g. a 
genre study, an authorial study, a thematic study, or a study of the effect of two or more 
contrasting text types in translation). The essay should be between 4000 and 5000 words and 
should be agreed upon with the teacher. 
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ENGLISH L2 - Advanced Course 
3 periods/week 

 
"When you speak to a person in a language he understands, it goes into his 

head. When you speak to him in his own language, it goes into his heart. " 
Nelson Mandela 

 

 

WHO IS THIS COURSE AIMED AT? 

If you have a keen interest in English literature and culture and are motivated to delve deeper 
into literary and linguistic aspects of the English language, then the English L2 advanced course 
is for you.  

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The English L2 Advanced course runs in parallel with the compulsory English L2 course and is 
organised as a tutorial in which students are encouraged to participate. This course provides 
an exciting opportunity to focus on discussing personal responses to texts and to improve 
literary criticism skills through group discussion. In addition, the course offers the opportunity to:  

▪ develop discussion and writing skills in relation to novels, plays and films. (It is not 

primarily a language course, although students will inevitably learn much more 
English).  

▪ bring listening comprehension and speaking skills to an advanced level.  

▪ inspire a love of Anglophone literature and cultural studies.  

▪ prepare students for the study of any type of English course at university level or 
for higher education in an English-speaking country. The course is also of great 
value to students who wish to study subjects such as journalism, media, theatre, 
sociology or other subjects in which the analysis of English-language texts plays an 
important part. 
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CONTENTS 

S6  

▪ A wide range of texts are examined: short stories, novels, plays, poems and films from 
Britain, the USA, Ireland, Australia, etc., with a focus on Anglophone life and institutions. 

▪ The materials are based on a variety of topics and students can be asked to carry out 
personal research that requires a wide range of learning skills.  

▪ Students work either in small groups or individually to produce a comprehensive 
research project on a literary topic of their choice, which includes a presentational and 
a written aspect. The title of this work is negotiated in the group.  

S7 

▪ For the Bac, there is a set text that is studied in depth.  

▪ There is also a set topic which involves the study of a range of texts (from a written, 
visual or audio-visual source) covering the main areas of drama, prose, non-fiction and 
poetry.  

▪ Students will also be required to write a 2000-3000 word essay or give a longer oral 
presentation on a text of their choice. This will count for 50% of the second A grade.  

Evaluation  

S6  

▪ The A grade is based on oral contributions and written work done in class and as 
homework. The project in S6 is an important part of this.  

▪ The B grade is the result of tests and a written examination at the end of each 
semester.  

▪ A provisional grade is awarded, which is made up of the A grade awarded each 
semester and a B grade.  

▪ The B grade is the result of the examination (4 hours) in January.  

▪ A final written paper (4 hours) and an oral examination, if chosen, are taken by the 
students who have chosen the EnglishL2 advanced course.  

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

The English L2 Advanced Course offers students the opportunity to improve their language 
skills while focusing on literary products. In addition, the requirements for personal research 
and extended engagement allow students to freely pursue and develop their own cultural 
interests. As far as possible, theatre visits and author visits are organised. 
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L4 
4 periods/week 

 
"Another language is another vision of life." 

Federico Fellini 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The L4 language course (Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, ...) offered at LESC and at the European 
Schools is aimed at pupils from S4 who choose this language as an optional subject. This is 
organised in S4, S5, S6 and up to S7 (4 units/week). The target level at the end of S7 is A2+. 
Pupils can take this elective in S4 and S5 and then choose to either deselect it or keep it until 
S7. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The aim of the course is the acquisition of a fourth language, but the course also aims at a 
broader cultural context in order to promote the personal and civic development of pupils 
engaged in a profound European dimension, which is thus strengthened. Formative and 
summative assessments are carried out each semester. Language certification may also be 
offered. 

 
CONTENTS 

In S7, students have the choice between a three-hour written exam (short literary and non-
literary texts on everyday topics in combination with reading comprehension and a written 
production of about 400 words on familiar and everyday topics: News, e-mails, blogs...) or an 
oral exam (measuring the ability to interact continuously in relation to common situations and 
life experiences based on especially pictorial documents). 

 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

The linguistic path is complemented by a cultural approach. An open mind and communication 
in the foreign language are favoured to allow this teaching to provide a solid basis for 
exchange and cultural clues. Pupils are guided on their way to becoming citizens of Europe in 
an open, tolerant, respectful and peaceful spirit. 
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L4 – SPANISH 
4 periods/week 

 
"Another language is another vision of life." 

Federico Fellini 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The Spanish course offered at LESC is aimed at S6 students who wish to choose this language 
as an elective. The required level at the end of the first school year is A1, A2 after completion 
of grade S7. The student therefore has 4 years to acquire a solid language foundation, to 
understand relatively simple written and oral expressions in everyday situations and to 
express him/herself fluently in familiar contexts.  

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Numerous topics are covered, enabling everyone to express themselves and interact orally 
very quickly. Ideal to prepare for a holiday in Madrid or the Canary Islands! Significant time 
is also dedicated to culture, the cultures of the many countries whose official language is 
Spanish (from Spain to Mexico and Argentina...). 

All classes are also mixed so that students can meet, step out of their language sections and 
interact in a single lingua franca: Spanish. 

¿Qué te parece? ... ¡Vamos! .... 

 
CONTENTS 

Students follow a grammatical progression summarised in a textbook (¡A la aventura!), while 
covering topics related to daily life (home, city, leisure, food, travel...) and cultural topics 
(geography and cultural traditions in Spain and Latin America). 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

The idea is to immerse students in Spanish and Latin American culture through videos and 
documentaries. In class, a lot of emphasis is placed on oral communication. Very quickly, the 
student is encouraged to express him/herself in Spanish on the topics discussed and to 
exchange ideas with his/her classmates. 
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L4 - PORTUGUESE 
4 periods/week 

 

“No one is ignorant, no one knows everything. That's why we are always 

learning” 
Paulo Freire 

 
 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Portuguese is one of the most used languages in the world. And in Luxembourg, this language 

is widely used, beyond the official languages. This is why learning Portuguese can be very 

useful on a personal level (talking with friends, neighbours, in shops, etc.) but also for your 

professional future. The topics covered will allow you to express yourself and interact very 

quickly orally. And also know the rich cultures of Portuguese-speaking countries, such as 

Portugal, Brazil, Cape Verde and Angola.  

In addition, the three language sections will be grouped together, which will make it possible 

to exchange using the same language: Portuguese.  

 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The content of the training follows a gradual logic, with notions of grammar, vocabulary and 

culture. Particular attention is paid to interaction and oral expression. At the same time, we are 

going to know a little better the countries that speak Portuguese, in particular Portugal and 

Brazil. Grammar will always be worked on acording to themes (daily routine, family, travel, 

etc.). 

  

CONTENT 

The content of the training follows a gradual logic, with notions of grammar, vocabulary and 

culture. Particular attention is paid to interaction and oral expression. At the same time, we are 

going to know a little better the countries that speak Portuguese, in particular Portugal and 

Brazil. Grammar will always be worked on according to themes (daily routine, family, travel, 

etc.).  

  

  
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

We intend to immerse ourselves in the Portuguese-speaking culture through videos, podcasts 
and documentaries. We will also try to celebrate important dates like, for example, 
Portuguese Language Day (May 5) and learn about the cultural traditions of Portuguese-
speaking countries. It will also be important to practice the language, with interactions with 
people whose mother tongue is Portuguese.  

 



 

 69 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 70 

L4 - ITALIAN 
4 periods/week 

 

“Italy is the country WHERE yes may mean maybe and WHERE no may 

also mean maybe” 
Honoré de Balzac 

 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Italian is a living, expressive language full of nuances. Learning it also means discovering a 

culture where words are accompanied by gestures, every conversation is filled with emotion, 

and communication goes far beyond simple words. 

The optional Italian course offered at LESC is aimed at S4 students. It is open to beginners as 

well as students who wish to strengthen their linguistic skills. By the end of the first year, the 

target level is A1, with an objective of reaching A2 by the end of S7. Students will 

progressively develop a solid linguistic foundation, enabling them to understand simple written 

and spoken statements in everyday situations and to express themselves confidently in familiar 

contexts. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Italian is much more than just a language; it is an immersion into a way of life where art, 

gastronomy, and history come together. Whether for traveling in Italy, discovering its 

traditions, or even enhancing one’s professional path, speaking Italian is a valuable asset. 

The program covers a variety of themes that allow students to quickly develop their speaking 

skills. Part of the course is also dedicated to exploring Italian culture: gastronomy, art, cinema, 

music, and traditions. Learning Italian also means opening a door to the history and culture of 

Ancient Rome. Through this language, students gain insight into the Roman Empire, the roots of 

Latin, and the influence of Roman civilization on the modern world. This learning experience 

strengthens connections with other subjects such as history, the arts, and literature, enriching 

their overall understanding of European heritage. 

 

CONTENT 

Students improve their Italian with Espresso Ragazzi, a modern and interactive method 

designed for teenagers. The textbook provides a structured learning approach with authentic 

dialogues, varied exercises, and fun activities, making the learning process both engaging and 

effective. 

In addition, the program covers everyday topics (home, city, hobbies, food, etc.), helping 

students quickly feel comfortable using Italian in real-life situations. 

Italian culture also plays a key role in the course. Students explore the country’s geography, its 

history—especially Ancient Rome—its art, cinema, festivals, and traditions, for a full immersion 

into both the language and the Italian way of life. 

Ti va di scoprire l’italiano con noi?... Forza, partiamo ! 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

This course goes beyond textbooks: students experience Italian through real-life and immersive 

activities. 

They explore the language outside the classroom through visits to institutions and 

extracurricular events, where they apply their knowledge in real situations. One of the 

highlights of the program is the trip to Rome, where students prepare and present talks on the 

city's iconic sites, stepping into the role of real tour guides. 

Thanks to European projects, especially Erasmus+, students have the chance to immerse 

themselves in Italy or work on a specific project related to their learning. These exchanges 

allow them to see the country from a new perspective, interact with native speakers, and fully 

embrace the Italian language and culture, making the experience even more enriching and 

motivating. 
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STS 
2 periods/week 

 
"We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and technology, in 

which hardly anyone knows anything about science and technology."  
Carl Sagan 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
European Schools have the two objectives of providing formal education and of encouraging 

pupils’ personal development in a wider social and cultural context. This is why this 2-period 

Science, Technology, and Society (STS) course is designed for pupils who are not enrolled in 

any 4-period science option in s6-7. However, pupils who are enrolled in physics, chemistry, 

and/or biology are also encouraged to enrol in this course as they will also find different 

values in the transversal, holistic, and global emphasis on scientific literacy and broader social 

contexts. Pupils will propose and carry out an independent project, related to any of the 

subject themes of the Science, Technology, and Society course. The assessment of the project 

may replace the short written examination for one of the semesters in s7 (mark B1 or B2).At 

the end of their studies, students enrolled in the course can sit an oral examination in this 

subject. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The study of science is central to your developing understanding of yourself in the universe. 

Accordingly, the topics of this course must make links to human issues - individual, social, and 

global - wherever appropriate. They should likewise make links wherever appropriate to 

issues connected with ethics, social and political issues, biodiversity, conservation, and 

sustainable development. The topics you will learn and discuss with your teachers and peers 

will help you in your future studies and in your future job. These are all areas of your daily life 

where you need to develop your own views and attitudes with sound knowledge. This course is 

an excellent opportunity to practise all these skills. 
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CONTENTS 

At the end of this course you will have stable basis of the competencies in different fields such 

as analysis and information literacy, problem-solving and synthesis, oral and written 

communication, and teamwork and project management. During the years of s6 and s7 you 

will cover the following topics:   

Five topics should be chosen out these seven listed below. The topics here are listed in 

alphabetical order by title. Your teacher together with your class members should decide the 

topics and order by consultation. The teacher should schedule the hours for the project as 

convenient and appropriate over the two-year cycle.  

▪ Brains, minds, intelligences, and learning – Human understanding of understanding—

our own, other organisms, machine-based.  

▪ Climate Change and Biodiversity – How our planet’s climate is changing, and what it 

means for us and all living things on Earth.  

▪ Developing Technologies – Thinking through our increasing power to manipulate and 

control ourselves and the world around us. 

▪ Energy – How everything happens: energy sources, transformation, use, and 

conservation. 

▪ Food, Nutrition, and Health – What we eat: exploring food production, distribution, 

consumption, processing, politics, nutrition sciences, marketing, and personal health. 

▪ Personal and Public Health – Health for individuals and groups: infectious, systemic, 

and environmental diseases, and how we protect ourselves and each other. 

▪ Water – The most abundant natural resource for us and all living things on Earth. 

 
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

The course offers plenty of opportunities to look outside the classroom walls to examine the 

natural and social, technological aspects of our real environment. There will therefore be 

classroom visits to factories, face-to-face meetings with professional experts, as well as 

opportunities for each student to present their own research or project, sharing it with other 

students and discussing its themes with the relevant peer groups and some well-known experts. 
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BIOLOGY 4 
4 periods/week 

 
"Biology is the only science where multiplication and division mean the same 

thing." 
unknown 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The Biology 4 course is aimed at school pupils,  

▪ who have a special fondness for biology and natural sciences, 

▪ who have reached a good level in mathematics and have preferably taken the 
Mathematics 6 course (however, the course can also be taken by students who have 
taken the Mathematics 4 course). 

The course builds on the scientific basics taught in S3, the excursion in S5 and the cell biology, 
physiology, evolution as well as molecular and Mendelian genetics of the biology course 
S4/S5. A command of the terminology used in biology as well as the correct application of the 
scientific approach should have been acquired in S4/S5. The Biology 4 course can be 
supplemented by the Labo Biology complementary course of 2 lessons per week. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The Biology 4 course is aimed at school pupils: 

▪ that show a scientific spirit,  

▪ who are looking for critical explanations for scientific problems and want to establish 
hypotheses and theories,  

▪ want to develop their skills in designing and conducting scientific investigations, 

▪ have the desire to learn more about how our body works, 

▪ Who want to study a university degree in biology, molecular biology, biotechnology, 
marine biology, biochemistry, genetic engineering, microbiology, virology, medicine, 
pharmacy, physiotherapy, veterinary medicine, dentistry, agriculture, ecology, 
palaeontology, archaeology, entomology, etc. 
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CONTENTS 

The Biology 4 course S6/S7 covers the following contents, among others: 
 
S6  
Cell structure, basic biochemistry, enzymes, the nervous system, nerve messages, the brain and 
the mind, DNA, evolution, ecology, populations, biodiversity, climate change, sustainable 
development. 
 
S7  
protein synthesis, the immune system of vertebrates, epidemiology and public health, from 
genes to organisms, mathematical, modelling of evolution, ecosystem analysis, material and 
energy flows 
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visits to research labs, participation in hands-on activities in the Scienteens Lab, participation in 
the Biology Olympiad, use of modelling and simulation software, invitation of a local public 
health professional. 
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CHEMISTRY 4 
4 periods/week 

 
"It is easier to smash an atom than a prejudice." 

Albert Einstein 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Chemistry 4 is aimed at school pupils: 
 

▪ who enjoy chemistry, working with it and applying scientific methods. 

▪ who have reached a good level in mathematics and have preferably taken the 
Mathematics 6 course (however, the course is also open to students who have taken the 
Mathematics 4 course). 

 
Chemistry 4 in S6/S7 complements and deepens the learning content of the chemistry classes in 
S4/S5, especially the concepts of atomistics, chemical bonding, chemical reactions, 
electrochemistry and acids and bases. A mastery of the terminology used in chemistry as well 
as the correct application of the scientific approach should have been acquired in S4/S5. 
 
Chemistry 4 can be supplemented by the additional course Chemistry Laboratory (2 periods 
per week). 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

This course is primarily aimed at school pupils: 

▪ who are pursuing a university degree in chemistry, biochemistry, biology, physics, 
engineering, materials science, polymer science, cosmetics, pharmacy, healthcare or 
another scientific field, 

▪ who are enthusiastic about studying the natural sciences at an advanced level, 

▪ who enjoy critical and analytical thinking. 
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CONTENTS 

Chemistry 4 in S6/S7 covers the following concepts: 
 
S6 
Structure of the atom and periodic table, states and cohesion of matter, chemical bonds, 
chemical thermodynamics, chemical kinetics, organic chemistry I 
 
S7 
Acids and bases, chemical equilibrium, electrochemistry, organic chemistry II 
 
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visiting research labs, participating in practical activities in the Scienteens Lab. , participation 
in the Chemistry Olympiad, use of modelling and simulation software. 
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PHYSICS 4 
4 periods/week 

 
"The light bulb was not invented,  

because one has improved the candle." 
Niels Bohr 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The Physics 4 course is aimed at school pupils who: 

▪ have a penchant for physics and the application of scientific methods, 

▪ have achieved a good level in mathematics and have preferably taken the 
Mathematics 6 course. 

The Physics 4 course in S6/S7 complements and deepens the learning content of the physics 
classes in S4/S5, especially the concepts of electricity, magnetism, waves, mechanics and 
atomic and nuclear physics. A mastery of the terminology used in physics as well as the correct 
application of the scientific approach should have been acquired in S4/S5. 

The Physics 4 course can be supplemented by the additional course Physics Laboratory (2 
periods per week). 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

This course is aimed at school pupils who: 
 

▪ can think critically and analytically,  

▪ are looking for critical explanations for scientific problems and want to establish 
hypotheses and theories, 

▪ are pursuing a university degree in physics, engineering, astrophysics, nuclear science, 
artificial intelligence, materials science, chemistry or another scientific field, 

▪ are enthusiastic about studying science at an advanced level and discovering the great 
theories that govern the world. 
 

  



 

 79 

 

CONTENTS 

The following concepts are covered in the S6/S7 Physics 4 course: 
 
S6 
Fields: Forces and force fields, interactions; oscillations and waves: Wave equation, Huygens' 
principle. 
 
S7 
Oscillations and waves: Diffraction, standing waves, fields: Electric potential, Lorentz force, 
electromagnetic induction, quantum physics 
 
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visiting research labs, participating in hands-on activities in the Scienteens Lab, participation in 
the Physics Olympiad, use of modelling and simulation software. 
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GEOGRAPHY 2 
2 periods/week 

 

 
 

"History follows the same paths as geography." 
François Mitterand 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

Geography classes are compulsory. However, pupils coming from S5 can make a choice: either 
a basic course of 2 units or an in-depth course of 4 periods. In these two courses, Geography is 
always taught in L2. Geography 2 is aimed at students who want to deepen their 
geographical knowledge. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The Geography 2 course is aimed at school pupils who:  

▪ are interested in the basics of geography. 

▪ wish to deepen their knowledge of the world in general and the European Union in 

particular. 
 
CONTENTS 

Each of the four chapters has a scope of about ten periods to which eight periods are added 
for a fifth optional chapter.  

The course draws on regional case studies that illustrate the topic under study. These examples 
should be considered at different scales (a country, a region, a continent) and at different 
levels of development (rich countries/poor countries). 

The Geography 2 syllabus in S6 is designed to give pupils knowledge of the major regions of 
the world. The lessons, therefore, focus on the whole world and on specific countries chosen by 
the teacher. The curriculum in S7 focuses on Europe, and is organised around four major 
themes. The lessons are based on different examples from all over Europe. 
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S6/S7 

▪ What is development?  

▪ Europe and the European Union  

▪ How to manage resources 

▪ An increasingly anthropogenic natural environment  

▪ Environmental challenges: How to deal with risks?  

▪ Europeans  

▪ Globalisation: Risk or Opportunity?  

▪ Fundamental economic changes  

▪ Student project  
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

As part of a better understanding of environmental issues, visits to museums can be made. 
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GEOGRAPHY 4 
4 periods/week 

 
 

"History follows the same paths as geography." 
François Mitterand 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

Geography classes are compulsory. However, pupils coming from S5 can make a choice: either 
a basic course of 2 periods or an in-depth course of 4 periods. In these two courses, 
Geography is always taught in L2. 

Geography 4 is aimed at students who would like to study geography in greater depth and 
who wish to study either economics or history, for which geography is a necessary complement. 

 

WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Geography 4 is aimed at school pupils who:  

▪ can think critically and analytically.  

▪ are looking for critical explanations for the social problems of people living together 
and who want to put forward hypotheses and theories about them.  

▪ would like to learn more about the challenges and perspectives of the European Union. 

▪ would like to deepen their knowledge and skills in geography. 

▪ wish to pursue higher education in subjects such as European Studies, Geography, 
Economics, Regional or Social Sciences or History. 
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CONTENTS 

This is an advanced course in geography. 
 
In S6, the students focus their attention on all the countries of the world, the study selection of 
which is made by the teacher. At the end of the year, a case study is carried out so that the 
students can apply what they have learned in a concrete way. 
 
In S7, Europe becomes the focus of the topics studied. They are presented in a way to reflect 
the diversity and richness that the member countries of the European Union offer in order to 
provide students with a solid knowledge. 
 

▪ Physical geography and human activities  

▪ Natural environment  

▪ Natural resources  

▪ Population  

▪ The complexity of a global world  

▪ Economy of the European Union  

▪ Field study Challenges and issues of the European Union 
 
 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

As part of a better understanding of environmental issues, visits to museums can be made. 
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HISTORY 2 
2 periods/week 

 

 
"History is the sum of all things,  

that could have been avoided." 
Konrad Adenauer 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

History lessons are compulsory. However, students coming from S5 can make a choice: Either a 
basic course of 2 periods or an in-depth course of 4 periods. In these two courses, history is 
always taught in L2. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

History 2 is aimed at school pupils who:  

▪ are interested in the basics of 20th century history. 

▪ would like to expand their knowledge of the historical context since World War 1 in 
general and the European unification process in particular. 

 

CONTENTS 

In S6, the curriculum covers the period from 1914 to 1945. This period is marked by the two 
World Wars, which some historians have called "European civil wars". The rise of dictatorships 
such as Communism in the USSR, National Socialism in Germany and Fascism in Italy 
characterise the interwar period and will lead to a reshaping of Europe in 1945. 
The topics available for selection open up the study of the historical period to other parts of 
the world or to issues that set the course for today's society. 
Regardless of whether you take the 2 unit or 4 unit course, three compulsory topics must be 
covered, then the teacher will choose three more topics from the 7 available. 
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Mandatory: 

S6 

▪ Europe changed by the First World War 

▪ Europe between the two World Wars: Dictatorships and Democracies (1918-1939) 

▪ Europe and the Europeans in the Second World War 
 
S7 
 

▪ Europe after the Second World War (1945-1949)  

▪ Eastern Europe, Western Europe (1949-1973) 

▪ Europe from dictatorship to democracy (1974-1995) 

▪ European unification from 1945 to today 
 
Subject options (min. 3 topics) 
 
S6 
 

▪ The United States of America from 1898 to 1945 

▪ Culture and society before 1945 

▪ Colonisation and European Imperialism from the End of the 19th Century to 1945 

▪ War in the 20th century 

▪ Women in the 20th century 

▪ Russia and the USSR from 1917 to 1953 

▪ Genocide in the 20th century 
 
S7 
 

▪ The Cold War 

▪ China since 1949 

▪ Decolonisation after 1945 

▪ The Arab-Israeli Conflict since 1947 

▪ The United States of America since 1945 

▪ The United Nations Organisation 

▪ Mass Media, Popular Cultures and Political Power since 1945 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 
 
There are many sites and memorials of the two World Wars that are visited in the vicinity of 
Clervaux. For example, memorial visits are made to Verdun, Ypres, Bastogne, Omaha Beach 
and other places that bear the memory of these conflicts between Europeans. 

Visits to Brussels and the European institutions will be organised to better understand the 
construction of Europe. Visits will also take place to better understand the Eastern bloc, e.g. 
trips to Berlin or to the countries of the former Eastern bloc. 
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HISTORY 4 
4 periods/week 

 

 
"History is the sum of all things,  

that could have been avoided." 
Konrad Ardenauer 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The history course is compulsory. However, students coming from S5 have to make a choice: 
either a basic course of 2 periods or an in-depth course of 4 periods. In these two courses, 
history is always taught in L2.  

History 4 is aimed at students who wish to study history in greater depth and who wish to 
pursue literary or historical studies. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

History 4 is aimed at school pupils who:  

▪ can think critically and analytically.  

▪ are looking for critical explanations for the social problems of people living together 
and who want to put forward hypotheses and theories about them.  

▪ would like to learn more about the challenges and perspectives of the European Union. 

▪ would like to deepen their knowledge and skills in history. 

▪ wish to pursue higher education in subjects such as European Studies, History, Literature, 

Economics, Regional or Social Sciences. 
 

CONTENTS 

In S6, the curriculum covers the period from 1914 to 1945. This period is characterised by the 
two World Wars, which some historians have called "European civil wars". The rise of 
dictatorships such as Communism in the USSR, National Socialism in Germany and the Fascism in 
Italy characterise the interwar period and will lead to a reformation of Europe in 1945. 
 
The topics available for selection open up the study of the historical period to other parts of 
the world or to issues that set the course for today's society. 
Regardless of whether you take the 2 unit or 4 unit course, three compulsory topics must be 
covered, then the teacher selects three more topics from the 7 available. 
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Mandatory 

S6 

▪  Europe, which was changed by the First World War. 

▪ 2Europe between the two world wars: Dictatorships and Democracies (1918-39) 

▪  Europe and the Europeans in the Second World War 
 
S7 
 

▪ Europe after the Second World War (1945-1949)  

▪ Eastern Europe, Western Europe (1949-1973) 

▪ Europe from dictatorship to democracy (1974 - 1995) 

▪ European unification from 1945 to today 
 
Subject options (min. 3 topics) 

 
S6 

▪ The United States of America since 1898. 

▪ Culture and Society before 1945. 

▪ Colonisation and European imperialism from the end of the 19th century to 1945. 

▪ War in the 20th century 

▪ Women in the 20th century 

▪ Russia and the USSR from 1917 to 1953 

▪ Genocides in the 20th century 
 

S7 

▪ Cold War and international relations since 1945 

▪ China since 1949 

▪ Decolonisation and independence since 1945 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

 
There are many sites and memorials of the two World Wars that are visited in the vicinity of 
Clervaux. For example, memorial visits are made to Verdun, Ypres, Bastogne, Omaha Beach 
and other places that bear the memory of these conflicts between Europeans. 

Visits to Brussels and the European institutions will be organised to better understand the 
construction of Europe. Visits will also take place to better understand the Eastern bloc, e.g. 
trips to Berlin or to the countries of the former Eastern bloc. 
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ECONOMICS 
4 periods/week 

 
 

"I use my money to save money,  

And I use my savings to spend money."  
Francis Blanche 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

Economics is a great option for anyone who wants to understand how people, goods, nations, 
countries and businesses function and interact - every single day. It is important to look at 
things objectively and also through a logical lens (yes - the maths is very useful here). 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

We are all economists without knowing it: "Should I buy these trousers? Or would I rather buy 
this iPhone? Or is it better if I save for my driving licence?" All these decisions you make in your 
everyday life are economic decisions. Economics is the study of common sense, of how you 
spend money, how you get rich - or how you get poor. 

 

CONTENTS 

Five topics are covered in S7: 
 

▪ economic growth 

▪ the economic cycles  

▪ the employment 

▪ price stability 

▪ international trade and payments 
 
At the end of this final year, students should be able to: 
 

▪ describe the role of the state and the European Union in economic and social life. 

▪ explain the factors that influence growth, business cycles, employment, price stability 
and international trade. 

▪ analyse the interaction of these factors in an economy. 

▪ identify the policies used by central authorities to address macroeconomic problems 
and the consequences of these policies. 

▪ find relevant business information, identify problems 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

Participants in this course will interact with industry professionals and have the opportunity to 
visit or be visited by people from different industry sectors, depending on their capabilities, 
interests and availability - taking into account current issues and relevance. 
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PHILOSOPHY 2 
2 periods/week 

 

„My mind was formed by studying philosophy, Plato and that sort of thing.“ 

Werner Heisenberg 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

Werner Heisenberg was a theoretical physicist and yet, by his own admission, studying 
philosophy enabled him to become the quantum mechanics rock star he was. But... all jokes 
aside, while Philosophy does not offer any (!) job specific training, it does offer the most 
important insights to be successful in more areas than one could count.  

Looking at things objectively, no other high school subject covers as many key competencies, 
both in terms of skills development and personal growth. Philosophy, simply put, HITS THEM 
ALL.  

And this you can read about below. But it takes an open mind, and more importantly a 
readiness to challenge yourself, challenge others, and be challenged, all with an open mind for 
what awaits you.  

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The study of philosophy enhances your ability to evaluate and resolve problems. It will help 
you to analyze concepts, definitions, arguments, and problems. It contributes to your capacity 
to organize ideas and issues, to deal with questions of value, and to extract what is essential 
from masses of information.  

The above are things that affect us all, and studying philosophy simply allows everybody to 
approach their own path with an open mind and critical eye towards evaluating that which 
regulates their life.  
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CONTENTS 

The S6 focuses on epistemology and ethics, two central domains of philosophical thought. 
Epistemology interrogated the concepts of knowledge. What do we know and how do we 
come to know it? Why do we think we know some things and believe in others? How much we 
trust our knowledge, opinions, and experiences then leads to how we conspetualize our lives in 
terms of ethics.  

Ethics is often referred to as moral philosophy, so the study of what we think of as right, wrong, 
good, bad, or, in other words: moral in any given environment and society at any given time. 
Ethics ties directly into questions of freedom, happiness, liberty, and how these concepts are 
shaped by societies.  

In S7 we then take this baseline, and dive into political philosophy, asking how societies, 
working within these moral concepts, create structure and therefore why (!) governments work 
the way they do. Because our politics are constructed by our ethics and our beliefs (ethics and 
epistemology), so are our environments: race, gender, age, class and other expressions of 
identity are key to understand when we get to investigate philosophy through the lens of 
anthropology. We will review humanism, speciesism, and existentialism talking about various 
representation, ranging from creating our own digital avatars to considering media 
representations.  

 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

The study of philosophy dives into the complexities of knowledge and all that follows. This 
means your viewpoints may be challenged - in a constructive manner - but the subject requires 
a certain openness to challenging one's own system of belief.  
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PHILOSOPHY 4 
4 periods/week 

 
"I had to be the first one to have an idea. The same obsession still drives me in 

my work, never doing things like the others. It's been a constant strand in 

my life.” 
Miuccia Prada 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

What do Miuccia Prada, Angela Merkel, and Shaquille O'Neale have in common (besides 
healthy bank accounts)? All three hold doctoral degrees in philosophy related fields and are 
thus PhDs. So... if you want to become a fashion superstar, a media and sports icon, or a major 
leader in the free world... Studying philosophy does look like a good idea to get things 
started. But... all jokes aside, while Philosophy does not offer any (!) job specific training, it 
does offer the most important insights to be successful in more areas than one could count.  

Looking at things objectively, no other high school subject covers as many key competencies, 
both in terms of skills development and personal growth. Philosophy, simply put, HITS THEM 
ALL.  

And this you can read about below. But it takes an open mind, and more importantly a 
readiness to challenge yourself, challenge others, and be challenged, all with an open mind for 
what awaits you.  

If you think about being an Entrepreneur, that readiness to embrace what is thrown at you by 
potential clients, economic realities, and suppliers in an evermore global and intercultural 
world, is but a bare necessity.  

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

If you're a critical thinker, like to investigate the world around you and question how and why 

it works the way it does, than 4-period Philosophy is for you. Especially if you would like to 
enhance your ability to evaluate and resolve problems and maybe help structure the rules that 
govern us. Philosophy class helps you to analyze concepts, definitions, arguments, and 
problems that arise from humans interacting with each other (every day, within specific cultures, 
ethics, moral values...).  

Philosophy contributes to your capacity to organize your own ideas and re-think what you 
place value on, so it forces you to place yourself in a larger environment, and that can be 
tricky. Be sure you are willing to challenge your own personal world view.  

This is something that comes in handy... as you may be forced to interact with other humans... it 
is helpful in helping you extract what is essential from people, environments and other forms of 
information, including your own prejudices and assumptions about how the world works.  
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CONTENTS 

S6 focuses on epistemology and ethics, two central domains of philosophical thought. 
Epistemology interrogated the concepts of knowledge. What do we know and how do we 
come to know it? Why do we think we know some things and believe in others? Is knowledge 
tied to notions of truth? Is Truth based on Reality? And what... dare I ask... is REALITY? Once we 
have a solid basis of the underlying constructedness of all thought, we can move on to ethics.  

Ethics is often referred to as moral philosophy, so the study of what we think we know to be: of 
value, true, right, wrong, good, bad, or, in other words, moral. Ethics ties directly into questions 
of freedom, happiness, liberty, and who and how restricts where this freedom may begin or 
end and where or how we think of happiness as essential to our live plan.  

In the S7 we then take this baseline, and dive into political philosophy, asking how 
governments work, addressing less the structure than questions about the nature, scope, and 
legitimacy of public powers and how they can be legitimized, questioned. It is important to 
understand how politically constructed our environments are: race, gender, age, class and so 
on are all constructs of the system within which we encounter these expressions of identity. 
Finally, we get to take these concepts of identity and dive into anthropological study of 
identity, and its most fascinating facets from existentialism to essentialism, from avatar 
identities to media representations.  

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

The study of philosophy at the 4-period model truly dives into the complexities of knowledge 
and all that follows. If you are certain that your opinions and truths are unshakable... better to 
opt into the 2-period class. ;)  
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Complementary subjects 
for 

S6 I S7 
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MUSIC 
2 periods/week 

 

 
"Without music, life is a mistake." 

Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The course is mainly intended for students who are musically active in and out of school and 
who are enthusiastic about music. Are you in the process of acquiring solid basic education in 
music theory or an instrument? Are you also passionate about music and would like to further 
your education? Do you play in an orchestra/choir and enjoy making music together? - Then 
you will have great fun with the music complementary subject choice. This course is a 
continuation of the music course S4/S5. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Do you enjoy composing, improvising and experiencing music in practice? Are you already 
partially proficient in the use of digital music media? Would you like to expand and deepen 
your overall musical knowledge? If you are also ready to get involved in a musical ensemble 
at our school (band, orchestra, choir, ...) - then this course will take you further. 

 
CONTENTS 

During S6-S7 you will work on the following two topics in a variety of ways: 

a) Musical Diary/Portfolio  

▪ Write down your musical interests and concrete experiences during S4-S7. 
▪ Develop a personal critique in the form of written assessments: How, when and with 

what could you improve as a musician? 

▪ Writing personal articles on recordings and concerts to improve your critical faculties. 

▪ Written work on musical topics covered in class and tailored to your interests. 
 
 
b) Performances, concerts/compositions  

▪ During S6 you should take part in at least one concert, in S7 two concerts as a soloist or 
in an orchestra/ band/ choir. This can take place both inside and outside the school.  

During S6 and S7 you should compose at least two pieces each according to a jointly selected 
criterion. This includes editing with a notation programme, recording sound and vision and an 
appropriate analysis of your work. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

▪ Visits to concerts at the Philharmonie of Luxembourg and other cultural venues in and 
outside Luxembourg 

▪ Participation in a musical ensemble of the LESC is desired (band, choir, orchestra ...) 

▪ The following apps are used interactively and project-related on the iPad and on the 
PC: GarageBand, Symphony Pro, Ableton Live and Logic   

▪ Exchange with other schools (FAMES - Festival for Arts and Music of the European 
Schools), cooperation with the Music School of Clervaux (EMCC) in the monthly "lunch 
concerts" and on project-related occasions. 

▪ Study trip to a "cultural and musical city": e.g. Vienna, Paris, Hamburg, Barcelona, ... 
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(SPECIALIZED) ART LABORATORY 
2 periods/week 

 

 
"If you know exactly what you are going to do, why do it?" 

Pablo Picasso 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The course is aimed at students who are taking Art 4. Depending on the interest of the students 
and the staffing possibilities of the school, we offer two in-depth courses. It may also be of 
interest to students who wish to pursue a career in fine arts, graphic design, architecture, 
industrial design. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Photography and computer graphics: 

The first year of this additional course is dedicated to photography. The students learn to use 
the potential of the camera and the studio and to edit and evaluate images. The second year 
focuses on digital editing, montage and presentation of images using programs such as Adobe 
Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign. This course requires no prior knowledge on the part of the 
students. 

 

CONTENTS 

Photographic practice and use of hardware and software: 

This course provides a very good foundation for the use of professional equipment (provided 
at LESC: camera, computer and studio) and prepares well for possible entry into a 
photography or film school.  

It may also be of interest to students who wish to pursue a career in fine arts, graphic design, 
architecture, industrial design. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

Pupils participating in art lessons should be familiar with contemporary art creation. Visits or 
trips to art museums or exhibitions are naturally on the programme and always serve as a 
basis for their own creative work. (Luxembourg, Brussels, Paris)  

At the beginning of S7 there is a study trip to prepare for the year's theme. The ability to face 
criticism, but also the ability to put our own work in perspective, provide the opportunity to 
exhibit our own work within the school, but also outside the school ... 

Possibility of participating in FAME at European level (bringing together delegations of pupils 
from European type 1 and 2 schools for several days around an art project). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 101 

 

ART HISTORY 
2 periods/week 

 

 
"If you know exactly what you are going to do, why do it?" 

Pablo Picasso 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The course is aimed at students who are taking Art 4. Depending on the interest of the students 
and the staffing possibilities of the school, we offer two in-depth courses. It may also be of 
interest to students who wish to pursue a career in fine arts, graphic design, architecture, 
industrial design. 

Do you love art but are afraid to draw? Do you like to look at pictures, but don't produce any 
yourself? Do you know da Vinci, van Gogh and Dali? But nothing about Caravaggio, Cézanne 
and Duchamp? 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The art history course will teach you about your culture and what it means to be European. It is 
not the history of wars between kings and nations that defines our identity, but what we have 
in common - art: architecture, painting, sculpture (take a look at the euro banknotes). 
Depending on the teacher and the audience, the course is held in one of the three lingua 
francas. 

 
CONTENTS 

Theory: Research and Reflection in Art History. 

Reflection and communication about works of art in general lead to the acquisition of a specific 
vocabulary and a sense of critique. 

The method of teaching art history is naturally visual and based on modern presentation 
techniques. Students will acquire different methods to analyse and understand art in its context. 
The lessons take place in the classroom, but also in museums or art galleries. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

Pupils participating in art lessons should be familiar with contemporary art creation. Visits or 
trips to art museums or exhibitions are naturally on the programme and always serve as a 
basis for their own creative work. (Luxembourg, Brussels, Paris)  

At the beginning of S7 there is a study trip to prepare for the year's theme. The ability to face 
criticism, but also the ability to put our own work in perspective, provide the opportunity to 
exhibit our own work within the school, but also outside the school ... 

Possibility of participating in FAME at European level (bringing together delegations of pupils 
from European type 1 and 2 schools for several days around an art project). 
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BIOLOGY LABORATORY 
2 periods/week 

 
 

"It may look like I'm not doing anything,  

But on a cellular level, I'm very busy." 
unknown 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The biology lab course is aimed at school pupils who: 

▪ attend the Biology 4 course 

▪ have a particular penchant for experimental trials. 

▪ are interested in scientific research. 

▪ want to consolidate and deepen their knowledge of biology through experiments that 
complement theory. 

▪ wish to deepen their skills in biological analysis techniques. 

▪ would like to develop their observation skills and their ability to create protocols. 

▪ want to improve their scientific research and writing methods. 

The course is multilingual. As argumentative, clear and concise communication is important for 
writing scientific reports, students have the choice to write their scientific reports in German, 
French or English. 

The Biology Lab course in S6/S7 complements and deepens the experimental skills developed 
in Biology classes in S4/S5, especially the knowledge of laboratory safety principles, the 
correct use of scientific equipment and the ability to work in a structured and organised way. 
The terminology used in biology as well as the correct application of the scientific approach 
should have been acquired in S4/S5. 
 

WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Biology Lab promotes the competencies of students who: 

▪ demonstrate a scientific mindset and be prepared to seek critical explanations for 
scientific problems and generate hypotheses and theories. 

▪ want to improve their observation and critical analysis skills. 

▪ want to develop their skills in designing and conducting scientific investigations. 

▪ are interested in advanced studies in the natural sciences. 

▪ pursue higher education in biology, molecular biology, biotechnology, marine biology, 
biochemistry, genetic engineering, microbiology, virology, medicine, pharmacy, 
physiotherapy, veterinary medicine, dentistry, agriculture, ecology, palaeontology, 
archaeology, entomology, etc. 
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CONTENTS 

The choice of experiments depends on the material covered in the Biology 4 course in S6/S7, 
such as: planning a laboratory experiment, conducting a field study, chromatography, 
electrophoresis, the PCR technique, extraction and modelling of DNA, enzymology, organic 
molecules, microscopy, photosynthesis, cellular respiration and fermentation, dissection: 
bacterial transformation, plant tissue cloning, simulation of natural selection, the study of fossils 
and skulls, behavioural studies. 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

▪ Visit to research laboratories 

▪ Participation in practical activities in the Scienteens Lab. 

▪ Participation in the Biology Olympiad 

▪ Use of modelling and simulation software 

▪ Invitation of a local public health professional 
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CHEMISTRY LABORATORY 
2 periods/week 

 
 

"Chemistry is like cooking (except you don't lick the spoon)." 
anonymous 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The chemistry laboratory course is aimed at students who: 

▪ attend the Chemistry 4 course. 

▪ who have a particular penchant for experimental trials. 

▪ who are interested in scientific research. 

▪ who would like to consolidate and deepen their knowledge of chemistry through 
experiments that complement the theory. 

▪ would like to deepen their knowledge of chemical substances and devices. 

▪ would like to improve their observation skills and ability to create operation protocols. 

▪ want to perfect their scientific research and writing methods. 

The course is multilingual. As argumentative, clear and concise communication is important for 
writing scientific reports, students have the choice to write their scientific reports in German, 
French or English. 

Chemistry Laboratory in S6/S7 complements and reinforces the experimental skills developed 
in Chemistry S4/S5; in particular knowledge of laboratory safety principles, glassware, how 
to prepare a solution of known concentration and chemical analysis techniques. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The chemistry laboratory course is aimed at students who: 
 

▪ show a scientific way of thinking.  

▪ seek critical explanations for scientific problems and want to formulate hypotheses and 
theories. 

▪ want to improve their observation and critical analysis skills. 

▪ wish to improve their experimental skills and knowledge of scientific instruments and 
methods. 

▪ are interested in advanced studies in the field of natural sciences. 

▪ who are pursuing a university degree in chemistry, biochemistry, laboratory science, 
chemical engineering, materials science, cosmetics, pharmacy, one of the health fields 
or another scientific field. 
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CONTENTS 

The choice of experiments is based on the material covered in the Chemistry 4 course in 
S6/S7, from the areas of general, inorganic and organic chemistry, such as: the kinetic 
observation of a chemical reaction, experiments on chemical equilibrium, spectrophotometry, 
chromatography, chemical analysis techniques, the techniques for extraction, synthesis and 
identification of chemicals. 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

▪ Visit to research laboratories 

▪ Participation in practical activities in the Scienteens Lab. 

▪ Participation in the Biology Olympiad 

▪ Use of modelling and simulation software 

▪ Invitation of a local public health professional 
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PHYSICS LABORATORY 
2 periods/week 

 
 

"It doesn't matter how beautiful your theory is,  

it doesn't matter how smart you are.  

If it doesn't match the experiment, it's wrong." 
Richard P. Feynman 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

The physics laboratory course is aimed at students who: 

▪ attend the Physics 4 course. 

▪ have a particular penchant for experimental manipulation. 

▪ would like to consolidate and deepen their knowledge of physics through experiments 

that complement the theory. 

▪ would like to deepen their dexterity in handling physical and technical devices. 

▪ wish to further develop their observation skills and their ability to draw up operation 
protocols and 

▪ want to perfect their scientific research methods. 

Students should be able to communicate easily in the lingua franca of the course, orally and in 
writing. Argumentative, clear and concise communication is important when writing scientific 
reports.  

The physics laboratory course in S6/S7 complements and deepens the experimental skills 
developed in physics classes S4/S5, especially the knowledge of the different setups in physics 
(in electricity, mechanics, waves and other fields) and the corresponding measuring instruments. 
Good knowledge of technology and computer science is assumed. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 
 
The physics laboratory course is aimed at students who:  

▪ show a scientific way of thinking. 

▪ seek critical explanations for scientific problems and want to formulate hypotheses and 
theories. 

▪ want to improve their observation and critical analysis skills. 

▪ wish to improve their experimental skills and knowledge of scientific instruments and 
methods. 

▪ are interested in advanced studies in the natural sciences and 

▪ are pursuing a university degree in physics, engineering, astrophysics, nuclear science, 
artificial intelligence, materials science, chemistry or another scientific field. 
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CONTENTS 

The choice of experiments depends on the topic covered in Physics 4 course in S6/S7, but can 
also go beyond this. Examples of topics that can be covered: 
 
S6 
geometrical optics, mechanics of the solid body, kinetic theory of gases, statics/dynamics of 
fluids, magnetism and other applications.  
 
S7 
wave optics, musical acoustics, alternating current, terms of electronics. 
 
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visiting research labs, participating in hands-on activities in the Scienteens Lab., participation in 
the Physics Olympiad, use of modelling and simulation software. 
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ICT 
2 periods/week 

 

“Computers are incredibly fast, accurate, and stupid. Human beings are 

incredibly slow, inaccurate, and brilliant. Together they are powerful beyond 

imagination.“  
Albert Einstein 

 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 

This course is for students who wish to widen their knowledge and experience in the ICT field in 

preparation for their intended course of study or career. The objective of this course is 

therefore to provide a solid ICT background to pupils for whom information technologies will 

play an important role in both their professional and private lives.   

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Are you interested in technology, and you would like to take part of the fast-developing 

future? Are you dreaming of joining the fascinating field of engineering? Do you want to know 

how smart homes work and how autonomous robots function? Then, this is the right course for 

you where you will broaden your knowledge with the basics of electronics, control theory, and 

robotics.   

 

CONTENT 

In this 2-year cycle the pupils will be exposed to at least 4 of the given topics:  
• Object oriented programming: programming using python/C++ languages. 
The pupils will have the opportunity to work with interesting projects using e.g., 
Raspberry Pi, and ESP8266/ESP32 chips.   
• Advanced web design:  

o Build interactive web pages with PHP and SQL.   
o Use content management systems  

• Multimedia: Posters, videos, audio stories, podcasts etc.  
• Advanced processing word / Latex: organize the content in large documents.  
• Advanced spreadsheets: pivot tables, macros, advanced functions, and spread 
sheet for problem solving.    
• Advanced database: data types, relationships, and data modelling.   
• Computer graphics:   

o Static 3D graphics (e.g., architectural design)   
o Animated 3D graphics: the pupils will have the change to animate his 
own 3D body scan using Mixamo.  

• Networks: hardware of a network, protocols (IP, FTP, TCP), network layers, and 
network security.   

 

 

https://www.mixamo.com/#/?page=1&type=Motion%2CMotionPack
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

• Organize visits to different labs at the university of Luxembourg (computer 
vision lab, space labs, computer science labs, etc.)  
• 3D body animation project using Mixamo.  
• AI projects (autonomous robot navigation, face recognition, object detection and 
classification, speech recognition,)  
• Interactive learning using Brilliant.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mixamo.com/#/?page=1&type=Motion%2CMotionPack
https://brilliant.org/home/
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POLITICAL SCIENCES 
2 periods/week 

 

“We cannot fight for our rights and our history as well as future until we are 

armed with weapons of criticism and dedicated conciousness” 
Edward W. Seid 

 
 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
You - despite spending much time reading and listening - should "like to talk' and demonstrate 

excellent verbal and written communication skills. Since we tend to not exist in a vacuum and 

countries in the EU, or the EU itself aren't led by an individual, you must bring a willingness to 

engage in teamwork evidencing interpersonal skills, initiative, and a strong work ethic, all of 

which are basic traits political scientists should evidence. 

 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Are you going to be the next star lawyer, or a big name journalist? Do you want to dabble in 

international affairs? Or do you want to have say or participate in the shaping the future of 

elementary and secondary education? Even if you have considered filling positions in 

government agencies and political offices - quite simply - political sciences is for you. 

Broaden your horizon by looking at how and why people function on an institutional, 

ideological, and national level, by investigating political thought, the history of policy making, 

and community organization. 

 

CONTENT 

S6 lesson focus on understanding the basic underlying principles of political thought and 
reality, beginning with the formation and conceptualization of nation and its ideological and 
identity shaping implications. We will review where this is advantageous and/or problematic 
in constructs such as the European Union and deep dive into the system of democratic values 
and policy making. 

This ays and excellent formation to discuss political thought and ideological differences in more 
depth in the S7 curriculum, investigating how, for example, nationalism, fascism, religious 
fanatism, political ecologism, feminism, and more affect and shape international relations, the 
philosophy/ies of war, and human coexistence on political terms. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

The course requires an ongoing engagement in and interest for ongoing affairs on a political 

level, and thus is built around the reading, listening to and watching of news content on a 

variety of media platforms and from various outlets - including traditional newspapers. We 

will also engage in international projects and explore opportunities to see politics in action 

(policy making, public debates etc.). 
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SOCIOLOGY 
2 periods/week 

 

 

“History is really the study of questions; the study of answers is a matter 

for anthropology and sociology" 
W. H. Auden 

 
 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Sociology is the study of human social activities - in other words, it's the study of interactions, 

relationships, social structures and how we live together. In today's increasingly complex and 

diverse world, the study of sociology appears to be a branch that, through its curriculum, pays 

tribute to skills that are firmly rooted in the 21thcentury.    

 

 

To be convinced of this, we need only think of the qualities required to approach this subject at 

its best: a willingness to accept the opinions of others and to discuss with them, a critical and 

analytical mind, good communication skills, an open mind and a good general knowledge, as 

well as a certain amount of self-confidence. So let's explore our own levels of 'sociological 

being'. 

 
 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

If you're curious about topics such as social change, social movements and social justice, criminal 

justice, family dynamics, class issues and the consequences of human behaviour in society, 

there's no doubt about it: you've found YOUR complementarysubject!   

  

 

CONTENT 

This course is naturally based on the pillars of sociology and the study and practice of human 
interaction. In addition to basic research methods, which encompass both quantitative and 
qualitative approaches, we will first look at social structures and mobility. To this end, we will 
study patterns of migration, the rise of populism, and social functions and expressions of 
control. In the S7 programme, we will build bridges to the everyday lives of individuals 
through the study of social fashions, norms and practices, and changes in family structures and 
working environments. We will look at various counter-movements, emerging subcultures and 
the mobilisation of citizens in recent history, such as the Arab Spring.   
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

We will create fictitious research projects in class and also prepare a study device to 

hypothetically examine our own socio-political environment at school. 
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PERFORMING ARTS AND MEDIA (Theatre and Cinema) 
2 periods/week 

 

 

“No one is ignorant, no one knows everything. That's why we are always 

learning” 
Augusto Boal 

 
 

 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 

You are interested in strengthening both your understanding of different cultural realities and 

histories and improving your confidence, people skills and networking ability? You are not 

afraid to speak in front of people and shine your light on a stage? You are willing to look into 

the history of storytelling and specific plays and investigate their localized meaning and 

historical relevance? Then this course is for you. You will go deep on plays and playwrights in 

terms of analyzing their style, characters, and cultural space before using your newly learned 

stage craft skills to put on a show. Quite a feat for a class meeting only 2 hrs a week (+ 

performances and theater visits).  

 

WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Being able to perform plays and process cultural background enables you to carry over that 

projection of confidence and cultural understanding in dealing with colleagues, customers, and 

clients and thus- in an ever increasingly global world -sets you up for success in a variety of 

ways, not limited to the aesthetics, stage craft and history of theater. You must be willing to go 

to plays at least once a semester in your own time and partake in performances for the 

school’s wider public.  

 

CONTENT 

Over the course of the two years we will work on a minimum of two theatrical works to hone 

our stage craft skills: blocking, acting approaches (Comedia de l’arte, Method, New York 

School), voice coaching, and stage fighting among others. In addition we will research and 

analyze section and plays-in-completia from various countries and eras to create a solid base 

understanding of the traditions of theater.  
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

This course’s assessment is built on three pillars: stage craft (practice), textual analysis in the 

traditions of theatre studies (study), and criticism (reviewing life performances). This is a 

requirement of the course and willingness on part of the student to spend time outside of class 

on study, performance viewing and performing is essential.  
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SPORT 
2 periods/week 

 

„If it doesn’t challenge you, it doesn’t change you.“ 
Fred Devito 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 

This course is aimed at all students who like to move, want to keep moving, enjoy discovering 
new forms of movement and deepening forms of movement they have already learned. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 
 
If you like to move, compete with others and enjoy learning about the many different facets of 
sport, then this is the course for you. We look forward to challenging you and seeing you get 
better and stronger together. 

Being a sportsman or sportswoman does not mean to always win, but to try with motivation 
and to train for it with joy. Sport means moving and doing something good for yourself. 

 
CONTENTS 

You can expect playful challenges in various game sports, as well as creative moments in 
dance and gymnastics. You can also show your strengths and improve your skills in athletics 
and swimming. The variety of sports will challenge and inspire the athlete in you. 

 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

Possible programme points of the course: Visit to a sports event, visit to a sports facility (golf, 
beach volleyball, etc.), discovery of various sports apps, creation of a sports event at school. 
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L5 – LUXEMBOURGISH 
2 periods/week 

 

"If you take everything easy, many things will come hard to you. - Take 

everything easy and everything will come easy to you." 
S. Tonnar & JM. Biwer 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
The course is designed for all students who want to broaden their cultural horizons and learn 
another new foreign language. This course is designed exclusively for language beginners. In 
order to measure success and progress, the learning objectives are linked to the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). The learning of the language is 
based on 2 lessons per week, over 2 years. 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 
 
Luxembourgish is currently reviving and gaining popularity in everyday life. Studies show that 
70.5% of the population use Luxembourgish in their daily lives, whether at school, at home or 
at work. You don't do this yet? Then it's now time to change that! These advantages are 
waiting for you: 
 

▪ Master everyday communication situations (a shopping conversation, a visit to the 
doctor, ...) in Luxembourgish 

▪ Increased chances on the job market 

▪ Easier integration into Luxembourgish society 

▪ Discover a new culture and society 

 
CONTENTS 

The objective of the course "Luxembourgish as a Foreign Language (LaF)" is to develop key 
competences of the students. The main focus is on oral communication. The learners are 
familiarised with everyday life situations and their alternative courses of action. Authentic and 
realistic communication situations (school, family, career aspirations, doctor's visit, shopping, ...) 
are simulated and adapted according  
to the students' needs. Thus, this foreign language teaching is by no means boring, but very 
lively. However, the focus is not only on learning a new language, but also on discovering a 
new culture and its society. 
 
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

▪ The Lëtzebuerger Online Dictionnaire, Luxembourgish online dictionary (LOD), in four 
languages with a variety of learning support tools. 

▪ The self-learning platform Llo.lu, where you can take course content from your 

smartphone or PC and master it at your own pace. 

▪ The Lux.lu platform with information on the history of the Luxembourgish language and 
its players. 
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L5 – DUTCH 
2 periods/week 

 

“Where there is a will, there is a way; where there is no will; there is a 

workaround and where there is unwillingness, there will always  

be a way out”S. 

Dutch proverb 

 

 

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
Dutch is offered to all students in S6 and S7 without prior knowledge, for 2 periods per week. 

 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 
 
Dutch, the third Germanic language after English and German, is one of the twenty-four 
languages of the European Union spoken by more than 25 million speakers from different 
continents. It is the official language of the Netherlands, Suriname (in South America) and one 
of the three official languages in Belgium. One of its variants, Afrikaans, is spoken in South 
Africa. 

According to studies by the OECD (Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development), the education systems in Flanders and the Netherlands are among the most 
efficient in the European Union. Flanders has several universities that are ranked in the top 
100 best universities in the world. These universities attract large numbers of international 
students, many of whom come from the European school system.  

Moreover, knowledge of Dutch is often considered an asset for finding a job, even in 
Luxembourg! Its two neighbouring countries (Belgium and the Netherlands) have dynamic 
economies and a growing demand for professionals who have a working knowledge of the 
language.  

Learning Dutch for the pleasure of experiencing a new language through its pronunciation 
and syntax is an excellent reason to choose this course. However, we also focus on the 
importance of cultural knowledge: if you want to know about Dutch; architecture, gastronomy, 
painting, hospitality, fashion or folklore, don't hesitate to join us! 
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CONTENTS 

Speaking Dutch will not only open doors to a rich and historically important culture, but will 
also offer you additional opportunities in terms of higher education and employment. 
 
By the end of S7 you will be able to: 

▪ Understand familiar words and expressions related to yourself, your family and your 

environment  

▪ Read and understand short texts and documents 

▪ Take part in a simple conversation, ask and answer questions about everyday and 

practical topics 

▪ Use simple phrases and sentences to describe people and things in your daily life 

▪ Write short, simple texts and emails, fill in forms 

▪ Demonstrate a basic understanding of aspects of the Dutch cultural 

 
The content of the course does not require any prior knowledge. However, learning can be 
differentiated according to individual needs. 
 
career aspirations, doctor's visit, shopping, ...) are simulated and adapted according  
to the students' needs. Thus, this foreign language teaching is by no means boring, but very 
lively. However, the focus is not only on learning a new language, but also on discovering a 
new culture and its society. 
 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

▪ A school field trip to one of the picturesque cities in Flanders or the Netherlands such as 

Antwerp, Bruges, Ghent, Amsterdam, Maastricht or The Hague, where a combination of 

vibrant cultural life and a gentle waterfront settings list them among the most pleasant 

European cities. 

▪ Workshop activities led by Dutch native speakers living or working in Luxembourg 

▪ Virtual language exchange with a Dutch-speaking class  

▪ Preparation of traditional Flemish or Dutch culinary specialities in the teaching kitchen. 
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L5 - PORTUGUESE 
2 periods/week 

 
 

 

“From my language you can see the sea” 
Vergilio Perreira 

 
 
 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
This optional course is aimed at students who are starting or studying Portuguese in the 

orientation cycle (S6 and S7) as a fifth language. This is a complementary subject 

corresponding to a level of language learning in two years. The objective is to reach level A1. 

Portuguese as a V language has a greater communicative component and the cultural 

component increases as linguistic acquisitions are reinforced.  

 
 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Portuguese is one of the most used languages in the world. And in Luxembourg, this language 

is widely used, beyond the official languages. This is why learning Portuguese can be very 

useful on a personal level (talking with friends, neighbours, in shops, etc.) but also for your 

professional future. The topics covered will allow you to express yourself and interact very 

quickly orally using simple sentences. 

 

 

CONTENT 

The content of the training follows a gradual logic, with notions of grammar, vocabulary and 

culture. Particular attention is paid to interaction and oral expression. At the same time, we are 

going to know a little better the countries that speak Portuguese, in particular Portugal and 

Brazil. Grammar will always be worked on according to themes (daily routine, family, travel, 

etc.). 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

We intend to immerse ourselves in the Portuguese-speaking culture through videos, audios and 

other elements. We will also try to celebrate important dates like, for example, Portuguese 

Language Day (May 5) and learn about the cultural traditions of Portuguese-speaking 

countries. It will also be important to practice the language, with interactions with people 

whose mother tongue is Portuguese. 
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L5 - ITALIAN 
2 periods/week 

 
 

 
“The Italian language is a living symphony that resounds in people's hearts 

and touches their senses.” 
Federico Fellini   

 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
The Italian option subject is aimed at students who have an interest in Italian language, culture 
and history. No specific prior knowledge of Italian is required as the course builds from the 
ground up. However, a certain openness to new experiences and a willingness to engage with 
another language and culture are an advantage.  
 
 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

The Italian option subject is aimed at students of all grades who would like to expand their 
linguistic repertoire and gain insights into Italian culture. It offers an ideal opportunity to 
deepen one's language competence and develop intercultural skills. The subject is aimed both 
at students who are already learning another Romance language, such as French or Spanish, 
and at those who have no previous experience with a Romance language.  

 

CONTENT 

The Italian option subject teaches the basic elements of the Italian language. The focus is on 

acquiring language skills in listening comprehension, reading comprehension, speaking and 

writing. Students learn Italian grammar, vocabulary and idioms and practise their use in 

various communicative situations. The course also offers insights into Italian culture, history, music 

and literature to promote a holistic understanding of the Italian language.  

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

The Italian option subject is distinguished by its many special features. It offers a unique 

opportunity to get to know the Italian way of life and to broaden one's own cultural horizons. 

By learning Italian, students open up new perspectives for their personal and professional 

future. Italian is not only spoken in Italy, but also in many other countries around the world, 

which makes the acquisition of this language a valuable skill. In addition, the Italian option 

subject promotes intercultural competence, as students learn to find their way in another culture 

and to appreciate cultural exchange.  

 

The Italian option subject thus offers an exciting opportunity to discover the Italian language 

and culture, acquire new language skills and develop intercultural competences. It opens doors 

to new experiences and broadens students' horizons in many ways. 
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L5 - SPANISH 
2 periods/week 

 
 

 
 

“Freedom, Sancho, is one of the most precious gifts that heaven has bestowed 

upon men; no treasures that the earth holds buried or the sea conceals can 

compare with it.” 
Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quijote de la Mancha 

 
 
 
WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT? 
 
The L5 Spanish course is offered to all students in S6 and S7 for two periods per week. 

Students who choose this option may be beginners.  

 
 
WHY IS THE SUBJECT RELEVANT TO ME? 

Do you need a special reason to learn a world language and want to communicate with 500 

million people around the world? Maybe you've heard a song in Spanish and have no idea 

what it means? Do you like Shakira? Or maybe you want to know what the lyrics of the song 

Despacito by Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee mean?   

Would you like to read Hispanic literature and discover works like Miguel de Cervantes' 

famous Don Quixote in the original language? Would you like to see films in Spanish, such as 

the Oscar-winning Belle Epoque films Todo sobre mi madre, Mar adentro or El laberinto del 

Fauno, without having to read subtitles? And what about series like La casa de papel? Or 

would you like to travel to one of the 21 countries where Spanish is the official language and 

meet new people and perhaps make new friends?  

Or if you simply want to... then this course is for you!  

 

CONTENT 

Speaking Spanish opens the doors to a rich and extraordinary historical culture.  

You will learn new things about Spain and other Spanish-speaking countries from which 

personalities such as Miguel de Cervantes, Pablo Picasso and Salvador Dalí originated.  

At the end of the course you will be able to deal with various everyday situations. You will be 

able to introduce yourself, interview other people, make yourself understood and understand 

the person you are speaking to, and write short texts.  
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SPECIAL FEATURES 

• Study trips to Spain to admire the beautiful landscapes with magnificent beaches, to 

visit large cities such as Barcelona or Valencia, where hospitality is a priority, or to 

discover a rich cultural heritage and a history unique in Europe.  

• Visit to FAEL (Federation of Spanish Associations in Luxembourg)  

• Visit of a tapas bar and tasting of typical dishes (tapas). 
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APPENDIX 
 

FAQs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I: 
Is it allowed to take more than 35 lesson periods  per 
week? 

 

 
 

CO: 
The curriculum allows a maximum of 35 periods to give 
some students the opportunity to take two options of 4 
hours each, e.g. Latin and L4. However, this should be 
an exception rather than the rule, as we do not want to 
overburden the students. 

 

 

Chat with the Celulle d'Orientation                          

I: 
Can I do a subject option if only 2 students register for 
it? 

 

 
 

CO: 

No, a subject option course can only be organised if it 
has been chosen by a sufficient number of students 
(minimum 5).  

 

I: 
What happens if my first choice doesn't work? 

 

 
 

CO: 

It can always happen that desired subject options, 
options or specialisation courses cannot be offered. You 
will be informed of this early enough and asked to 
make a new choice. 
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I: 
Can I start a new subject in S7? 

 

 
 CO: 

No, you are not allowed to start a new subject in S7. 

I: 
Can I change the difficulty level of a language (e.g. L2 
to L3) in S7? 

 

 
 

CO: 
No, changing the difficulty level of a language is not 
allowed either. 

I: 
Can I deselect a course when entering S7? 

 

 
 

CO: 

This is only possible if the following conditions are 
met: 

- Your timetable still includes at least 31 units 
per week. 

- You have taken at least two electives from 
column 3. 

- A total of 29 units must still be available, 
taking into account compulsory and optional 
subjects. 

- You must have taken at least one science. 
- The number of students in the course 

concerned must not fall below the minimum 
number. 
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I: 
Can I switch from S6 and S7 Maths 5 to Maths 3? 

 

 
 

CO: 

Yes, that is possible. Here you can refer to Article 
4.2.1.2 of the "Arrangements for implementing the 
Regulations for the European Baccalaureate". 

 

I: 
Can I change 4-hour compulsory subject option to a 2-
hour compulsory subject (same subject)? 

 

 
 CO: 

This is also possible. Here you can also refer to Article 
4.2.1.2 of the "Arrangements for implementing the 
Regulations for the European Baccalaureate". 
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Options forms 
Choice for S2 
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Choice for S3 
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Choices for S4 I S5 
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Choices for S6 I S7 
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LINKS 
 

www.eursc.eu - The official site of all European schools 

 

      
 

Lesson Timetable 

 

 
 
 

Language sections 
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Curricula and performance descriptors 

 

 
 

The European Baccalaureate 
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